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Hosea  in  His  Time

Ghjhjrf    Jcbb   [Jcbz]
1 Kings 12; 2 Chron. 26—32
After the death of King Solomon , 

his son Rehoboam [Ровоам]  pursued a course 

which divided the nation 

into  two  kingdoms. 

Rehoboam reigned over Judah, 

the Southern Kingdom, 

composed of Judah and Benjamin; 

and Jeroboam II 
 ruled over the remaining ten tribes 

that formed the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 

also called Ephraim. [Ефрем]

Fearful that the people would go back to Jerusalem to wor​ship , 

Jeroboam II  [Иеровоам]  put golden calves 

at Bethel [Вефиль] and Dan [Дан], 
thus leading the ten tribes into idolatry. 

Along with idolatry 

came immorality, 

and soon the religion of Israel 

became an evil blend of Jewish ritual and pagan idolatry. 

The people loved it.

The prophets were God’s spokesmen 

to call Israel and Judah 

back to the covenant 

God had met with them at Mt. Sinai. 

But the people refused to listen, 

and both kingdoms suf​fered for their disobedience. 

Israel became an Assyrian vassal in 733 B.C. 

and then was conquered by Assyria in  722 B.C. 

The Babylonians invaded Judah in 606 B.C. 
and destroyed Jerusalem in  586 B.C. . 

Thousands of Jews died, 

and thousands more went into exile in Babylon.

Hosea ministered in the Northern Kingdom from about 760 to 720 B.C. 

Israel was enjoying great prosperity ; 

but Hosea could see that the nation was rotten to the core; 

for honest gov​ernment, pure religion, godly homes, 

and personal integrity 

had vanished from the land. 

Judgment was inevitable. 

Hosea faithfully preached the Word, 

but 
the nation refused to repent 

and 
was finally swallowed up by Assyria.

	A  Suggested  Outline  of  the  Book  of  Hosea
Key idea: 

Devotion to the Lord 

is like faithfulness in marriage. 
Idolatry 

is like adultery.
Key verse: 
Hosea 2:20

Hosea 2:20

20* I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, And you shall know the LORD.
20* И обручу   тебя  Мне  в  верности,   и ты познаёшь   Господа.
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	Detailed  Outline

I.
Israel’s unfaithfulness described 

I.  Bpj<hf:tybt   Bphfbkmcrjuj   Ytdthbz
Hosea 1—3

1.
God is gracious 

Hosea 1:1—2:1

The children:  
1.
The  times 

(Hosea 1:1). 

2.
The  marriage 

(Hosea 1:2). 



3.
The names 










(Hosea 1:3-9). 





The first child, 






was a son, called Jezreel [Изреель]









(Hosea 1:3-5), 



The second child  

was a daughter named Lo-ruhamah [Лорухама]

(Hosea 1:6-7),

 



the third child  

 


was, Lo-ammi [Лоамми ] , a son ,

(Hosea 1:8-9 )

The new names 

(Hosea 1:10-2:1). 

2.
God is holy 
Hosea 2:2-13
Gomer:

1.
Idolatry 

(Hosea 2:2-5a). 

2.
Ingratitude 

(Hosea 2:5b-9). 
3.
Hypocrisy 

(Hosea 2:10-13). 
3.
God is love 

Hosea 2:14-3:5
Hosea:
1.
God’s love promised 

(Hosea 2:14-23). 




"I will allure" 

[Я  увлеку   её]








[2:14]




"I will give"   

[И   дам  ей]



[2:15]




"I will take away" 
[И   удалю   от  уст  её]








[2:16-17]




"I will betroth" 
[И   обручу   тебя   Мне]







[2:18-20]

"I will respond" 
[Я   услышу,]

[2:21-22-NIV]




"I will plant”             [И   посею   её,]
(Hosea 2:23, NIV). 

2.
God’s  love  Pictured 

(Hosea 3:1-5). 


	I.
Israel’s unfaithfulness described 

I.  Bpj<hf:tybt   Bphfbkmcrjuj   Ytdthbz
Hosea 1—3

1.
God is gracious 

Hosea 1:1—2:1

   The children:  

2.
God is holy 

Hosea 2:2-13
   Gomer:

3.
God is love 

Hosea 2:14-3:5
   Hosea:


	Hosea 4-10

II.
Israel’s  sins  denounced 

II.  uht{b   bphfbkz   j<mzdktys
Hosea 4-7
1. God  convenes  the  court 

Hosea 4:1-5:15

1.
The  nation  as  a  whole







[4:1b-3]

1.
The priests 

[Hosea 4:4-14]. 
2.
The spectators in the court 

[Hosea 4:15-19]. 

3.
Priests, rulers, and people

[Hosea 5:1-7].
4.
the sentence is pronounced

[Hosea 5:8-15].
2. God rejects the appeal 

Hosea 6:1-7:16
1.
the  nation's false  repentance

[Hosea 6:1-3].




Their concern for healing 

not cleansing 




They thought the remedy 

would work quickly 

[Hosea 6:2]




They saw forgiveness 

and restoration as "mechanical" 

[Hosea 6:3]




They depended or religious words 

rather than deeds 
2.
the  nation's  true  condition

[Hosea 6:4-7:16].



1.
Like a morning cloud and the dew 

[как  утренний   туман  -  как  роса]

[Hosea 6:4-11]




2.
Like an overheated oven 

[как   печь,   растопленная]

[Hosea 7:1-7]

                                   3.
Like a half-baked cake 

[как  неповороченный     хлеб]

[Hosea 7:8]




4.
Like a man getting grey 

and not knowing it 

[седина  покрыла   его,  а  он  не  знает.]

[Hosea 7:9-10]




5.
Like a silly dove 

[как  глупый   голубь]

[Hosea 7:11-12]




6.
Like a faulty bow 

[как   неверный   лук]
[Hosea 7:13-16]


	I.
Israel’s unfaithfulness described 

I.  Bpj<hf:tybt   Bphfbkmcrjuj   Ytdthbz
Hosea 1—3

1.
God is gracious 

Hosea 1:1—2:1

   The children:  

2.
God is holy 

Hosea 2:2-13
   Gomer:

3.
God is love 

Hosea 2:14-3:5
                  Hosea:
II.
Israel’s  sins  denounced 

II.  uht{b   bphfbkz   j<mzdktys
Hosea 4-7
1. God  convenes  the  court 

[Hosea 4:1-5:15]

2. God rejects the appeal 

Hosea 6:1-7:16
1.
the  nation's false  repentance

[Hosea 6:1-3]

2.
the  nation's  true  condition

[Hosea 6:4-7:16].


	III.
Israel’s  judgment  determined 

III.  jce:ltybt   bphfbkz   j<mzdktyj
Hosea 8:1-10:15

1.
The Assyrian invasion 

Ch. 8
3.
God pronounces the sentence

[Hosea 8:1-10:15].

1.
The  eagle 

[Как   орел]

[Hosea 8:1-6]





2.
Sowing  [Wind]  and  Reaping 

  [the whirlwind] 

[сеяли   ветер  -  и  пожнут   бурю ]

[Hosea 8:7]





3.
Worthless  Pottery

[как  негодный    сосуд] 

[Hosea 8:8]





4.
A  stupid  donkey 

[как   дикий   осел]
  [8:9a]
5.
A  prostitute

[приобретал подарками расположение к себе.] 

[9b-10]

2.
The nation scattered 

CH. 9




6.
Egyptian bondage 

[8:11-9:9]

3.
Reaping what they have sown
CH. 10




7.
Agriculture 

    [9:10-10:10]


	I.
Israel’s unfaithfulness described 

I.  Bpj<hf:tybt   Bphfbkmcrjuj   Ytdthbz
Hosea 1—3

1.
God is gracious 

Hosea 1:1—2:1

   The children:  

2.
God is holy 

Hosea 2:2-13
   Gomer:

3.
God is love 

Hosea 2:14-3:5
                  Hosea:
II.
Israel’s  sins  denounced 

II.  uht{b   bphfbkz   j<mzdktys
Hosea 4-7
1. God  convenes  the  court 

[Hosea 4:1-5:15]

2. God rejects the appeal 

Hosea 6:1-7:16
1.
the  nation's false  repentance

[Hosea 6:1-3]

2.
the  nation's  true  condition

[Hosea 6:4-7:16].

III.
Israel’s  judgment  determined 

III.  jce:ltybt   bphfbkz   j<mzdktyj
Hosea 8:1-10:15

           3.
God pronounces the sentence

[Hosea 8:1-10:15].


	IV.
Israel’s restoration declared 

IV.   djphj:ltybt   bphfbkz   j<tofyb?  
Hosea 11-14

1.
God’s past mercies
Hosea 11:1-12



1.
God's love demonstrated at the Exodus









[Hosea 11:1-2]



2. 
God's love demonstrated in the wilderness










[Hosea 11:3-4]

3.
God's love demonstrated by his long-suffering







     

[Hosea 11:5-7]



4.
God's love demonstrated by his faithfulness 

       to his promises










[Hosea 11:8-9]

5.
God's love demonstrated by the hope 

of future restoration










[Hosea 11:10-12]
2.
God’s present disciplines 

           Hosea 12:12-13:6



1.
The need for discipline









[Hosea 12:1]



2. 
The example of discipline









[Hosea 12:2-6, 12]



3. 
The reasons for discipline









[Hosea 12:7-13:6]




1.
Dishonesty in business 

[12:7]




2.
Practiced idolatry 

[12:11-14]



4.
Arrogant attitude of the tribe of ehpraim 

[13:1-3]
5.
the nation's ingratitude 

[13:4-6]



6.
the kinds of discipline 

[13:7-16]

3.
God’s future promises 

    Hosea 14:1-9



1. 
God pleads with His people 

[14:1]



2.
God will receive us 

[14:2-3]



3.
God will restore us 

[14:4]



4.
God will revive us 

[14:5-8]


	ONE

Introduction:

HOSEA 1-3

You Married a What ?

Prophets sometimes do strange things.

For three years, Isaiah embarrassed people 

by walking the streets 

dressed like a prisoner of war; 

for several months, Jeremiah carried a yoke on his shoulders. 

The Prophet Ezekiel acted like a little boy and 

“played war,” 

and once he used a haircut 

as a theological object lesson. 

When his wife suddenly died, 

Ezekiel even turned that painful experience into a sermon.

Why did these men do these peculiar things?

“These peculiar things” 

were really acts of mercy. 

The people of God had become deaf to God’s voice 

and were no longer paying attention to His covenant. 

The Lord called His servants to do these strange things 

— these “action sermons" 

— in hopes that the people would wake up and listen 

to what they had to say. 

Only then could the nation escape divine discipline and judgment.

But no prophet preached a more powerful “action sermon” than Hosea. 

He was instructed to marry a prostitute named Gomer [Гомерь]

who subsequently bore him three children, 

and he wasn’t even sure the last two children were fathered by him. 

Then Gomer left him for another man, 

and Hosea had the  humiliating responsibility 

of  buying back his own wife.

what was this all about? 

It was a vivid picture of what the people of Israel had done to their God 

by prostituting them​selves to idols and committing 

“spiritual adultery.” 

Since God’s people today face the same temptation 

(James 4:4),

[4* Прелюбодеи    и  прелюбодейцы !]
we  need to heed what Hosea wrote for his people. 

Each of the persons in this drama 

— Hosea, Gomer, and the three children 

— teach us important spiritual lessons 

about the God 

whom Israel was disobeying and grieving.


Hosea 1-3
	Hosea 1-3
I.
Israel’s unfaithfulness described 
1. 
The children: God is gracious 

(Hosea 1:1-2:1)

1.
The  times 

(Hosea 1:1). 

Hosea 1:1

1* ¶ The word of the LORD that came to Hosea the son of Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel.

[1* ¶ Слово Господне, которое    было 

к Осии, сыну Беериину, во дни Озии, Иоафама, Ахаза, Езекии, царей Иудейских, и во дни Иеровоама, сына Иоасова,  царя  Изра ильского.]

Hosea names four kings of Judah 

and only one king of Israel, 

Jeroboam II. [Иеровоам]

The kings of Judah, of course, belonged to David’s dynasty, 

the only dynasty the Lord accepted 

(1 Kings 11:36; 15:4). 

The kings of Israel 

were a wicked lot 

who followed the sins of Israel’s first king, 

Jeroboam I, [Иеровоам]

and refused to repent 

and turn to God 

(2 Kings  13:6).

After Jeroboam II died, 

his son Zechariah [Захария] reigned only six months 

and was assassinated by his successor Shallum [Селлум]

who himself was assassinated after reigning only one month.

Menahem [Менаим] reigned for ten years; 

his son Pekahiah [Факия] ruled two years 

before being killed by Pekah [Факей]

who was able to keep the throne for twenty years. 

He was slain by Hoshea, [Осия]

who reigned for ten years, 

the last of the kings of Israel. 

During Hoshea's evil reign, 

the nation was conquered by Assyria, 

the Jews inter​mingled with the foreigners 

the Assyrians brought into the land, 

and the result was a mixed race known as the Samaritans.

What a time to be serving the Lord! 

Murder, idolatry, and immorality 

were rampant in the land, 

and nobody seemed to be interested in hearing the Word of the Lord! 

On top of that , 

God told His prophet to get married and raise a family!


	2.
The  marriage 

(Hosea 1:2).

2* ¶ When the LORD began to speak by Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea: “Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry And children of harlotry, For the land has committed great harlotry By departing from the LORD.”

[2* ¶ Начало слова Господня к Осии. И сказал Господь Осии: иди, возьми себе жену блудницу и детей блуда; ибо сильно блудодействует земля сия, отступив  от  Господа.]

Here we meet a bit of a problem 

because not every Bible student agrees on the kind of woman 

Hosea married. 

Hosea either married a pure woman 

who later became a prostitute, 

or 
he married a prostitute who bore him three children. 

2.
 The  marriage

(Hosea 1:2).

When you study the commentaries, 




you discover a number of different views defended: 

(1) Gomer was a pure woman 




who later became a prostitute 




and bore Hosea three children; 

(2) Gomer was a pure woman 




who became a prostitute and bore Hosea a son, 




but also gave birth to a daughter and son 





who were not fathered by Hosea; 

(3) Gomer was a prostitute from the beginning 




and bore Hosea three children; 

(4) Gomer was a prostitute from the beginning 




and bore Hosea his own son, 




but also bore two children by anoth​er man; 

(5) Gomer was a prostitute 




who already had three children, 




but Hosea ultimately divorced her 





and married another woman who was an adulteress (3:1). 

It’s easy to lose sight of the main message God wanted to get across: 



He loved His people and wanted them to return that love to Him. 



They were committing evil by worshiping idols, 




just like a woman who is unfaithful to her husband. 



They were not only sinning against God’s law, 




but also sinning against God’s love. 



As to the legitimacy of the children, 




the fact that 1:6 and 1:8 don’t read,





" and bore him a daughter... a son” [и родила дочь - родила сына]
 


does not mean Hosea wasn’t the father of these children. 


It seems natural to assume from the context that Hosea is the father. 

See Genesis 30:17-24 for a similar statement




They were not only sinning against God’s law, 




but also sinning against God’s love. 



As to the legitimacy of the children, 




the fact that 1:6 and 1:8 don’t read,





" and bore him a daughter... a son” [и родила дочь - родила сына]
 


does not mean Hosea wasn’t the father of these children. 


It seems natural to assume from the context that Hosea is the father. 

See Genesis 30:17-24 for a similar statement


	(Hosea 1:2).
In the Old Testament, 



prostitution 






is symbolic of idolatry and unfaithfulness 






to God 

(Jer. 2-3; Ezek. 16;23). 

Since the Jews were idolatrous 



from the beginning    

(Josh. 24:2-3, 14), 



it seems likely that Gomer would have to be a prostitute 




when she married Hosea; 



for this would best symbolize Israel’s rela​tionship 





to the Lord. 

God  called  Israel  while  in  their  idolatry; 



He “married” them at Mt. Sinai 




when they accepted His covenant         (Ex. 19-21); 


and then He grieved over them 





when they for​sook Him for the false gods 






of the land of Canaan. 


Like Gomer, 




Israel began as idolaters, 





“married” Jehovah, 




and eventually returned to their idolatry.

If  Hosea had married a pure woman 



who later became unfaithful, 



then the phrase 






“wife of whoredoms” 

[возьми   себе   жену   блудницу]




In 1:2 has to mean 






“a wife prone to harlotry who will commit it later”; 



but this seems to be a strained reading of the verse. 

But could God ask His faithful servant to marry a defiled woman? 


Why not? 


We might as well ask, 



“Could God permit Ezekiel’s wife to die?” 


Though marrying a prostitute might not be the safest step to take, 



such marriages were forbidden only to the priests 

(Lev. 21:7). 

Salmon [Салмон]   married  Rahab 




the harlot who became the great-grandmother of King David 




and an ancestress of Jesus Christ  

(Matt. 1:4-5).


	Hosea 1:3-9

3.
The names 










(Hosea 1:3-9). 

As with Isaiah’s two sons 

(Isa. 7:3 and 8:3), 



and numerous other people in Scripture, 



Gomer’s three children were given meaningful names 




selected by the Lord.

The first child, 



a son, was called Jezreel [Изреель]









(Hosea 1:4-5), 



which means 





“God sows” 

[И  посею   её]



or 
“God scatters.” 
[рассею   тебя]

Jezreel [Изреель]  was a city in the tribe of Isaachar, [Иссахар]





near Mt. Gilboa, [на горе Гелвуе]



and is associated with the drastic judgments 



that Jehu executed on the family of Ahab 

(2 Kings 9-10; 

and see 1 Kings 21:21-24 

and 2 Kings 9:6-10). 

So zealous was Jehu [к Иую]



to purge the land of Ahab's evil descendants 



that he murdered far more people than the Lord commanded, 




including 






King Ahaziah [Охозия] of Judah 




and 

forty-two of his relatives

(2 Kings 9:27—10:14).

Through the birth of Hosea’s son, 

God announced that He would avenge the innocent blood shed 

by Jehu [к Иую]

and put an end to Jehu's dynasty in Israel. 

This was fulfilled in 752 B.C. 

when Zechariah [Захария]  was assassinated, 

the great-great-grandson of Jehu 

and the last of his dynasty to reign. 

(See 2 Kings 10:30.) 

God also announced that the whole kingdom of Israel 

would come to an end with the defeat of her army, 

                        which occurred in 724.


	(Hosea 1:6-7),
The second child 

was a daughter named Lo-ruhamah [Лорухама]



(Hosea 1:6-7),

which     means 

“unpitied” [не буду  более   миловать]
or 
“not loved.” [Непомилованную]
God had loved His people 

and proved it in many ways, 

but now He would withdraw that love 

and no longer show them mercy. [не буду  более   миловать]
The expression of God’s love is certainly unconditional, 

but our enjoyment of that love is conditional 

and depends on our faith and obedience. 

(See Deut. 7:1-7 

and 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1.) 

God would allow the Assyrians to swallow up the Northern Kingdom, 

but He would protect the Southern Kingdom of Judah 

from the invaders 

(Isa. 36-37; 2 Kings 19).


	(Hosea 1:8-9 )
the third child  

 was, Lo-ammi  [Лоамми] , a son,

(Hosea 1:8-9 )

and his name means “not My people.” [вы  не  Мой  народ]

Not only would God remove His mercy from His people, 

but He would also renounce the covenant He had made with them. 

It was like a man divorcing his wife 



and turning his back on her, 

or 
like a father rejecting his own son 

(see Ex. 4:22 and Hosea 11:1).


	The new names 

(Hosea 1:10-2:1). 

(Hosea 2:2-5a). 

Here is where the grace of God comes in, 

for God will one day change these names.
 

“Not My people” [вы  не  Мой  народ]
will become “My people,” [`Мой  народ']

“unloved” 

will become “My loved one.” [`Помилованная'.]

These new names reflect the nation’s new relationship to God, 

for all of them will be 

“the sons of the living God.” 
 

[ `вы  сыны  Бога   живаго'.]
Judah and Israel 

will unite as one nation 

and will submit to God’s ruler, 

and the centuries’ old division will be healed.

Instead of “Jezreel” [Изреель]

being a place of slaughter and judg​ment, 

it will be a place of sowing [Jezreel] [Изреель]

means “God sows’ 

where God will joyfully sow His people in their own land 

and 
cause them to prosper. 

Today, the Jews are sown throughout the Gentile world 

(Zech. 10:9), 

but one day God will plant them in their own land 

and restore to them their glory. 

As God promised to Abraham, 

Israel will become like the sand on the seashore 

(Gen. 22:17).

When will these gracious promises be fulfilled for the Jews? 
when they recognize their Messiah at His return, 

trust Him, 

and 
experience His cleansing 

(Zech. 12:10-13:1). 

Then they will enter into their kingdom, 

and the promises of the prophets will be fulfilled 

(Isa. 11-12; 32; 35; 

Jer. 30-31; 

Ezek. 37; 

Amos 9:11-15).

The three children teach us about the grace of God. 

Now we’ll consider the lesson that Gomer teaches us.


	Hosea 2:2-13
2.
Gomer: God is holy 

(Hosea 2:2-13)
Hosea is preeminently the prophet of love; 

but unlike some teachers today, 

he doesn’t minimize the holiness of God . 

We’re told that 

“God is love” [Бог  есть   любовь]

(1 John 4:8, 16), 

but we’re also reminded that 

“God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all” 

[Бог  есть  свет,  и  нет  в  НЁм  никакой   тьмы.]
(1 John 1:5). 

God’s love is a holy love, 

not a sentimental feeling 

that 
condones sin 

and 
pampers sinners.

The prophet focuses on three particular sins: 

1.
Idolatry (spir​itual adultery), 

2.
Ingratitude, 

and 
3.
Hypocrisy.




	Hosea 2:2-5a
1.
Idolatry
God speaks to the children 

and tells them to rebuke their mother for her unfaithfulness. 

Israel was guilty of worshiping the gods of the pagan nations around them, 

especially the Canaanite  { Хананеев }    rain god Baal. 

Whenever there was a drought or a famine in the land, 

the Jews repeatedly turned to Baal for help 

instead of turning to the Lord.                                                           (See 1 Kings 18-19.) 

Pagan worship involved sensual fertility rites; 

and for these rites, 

both male and female temple prostitutes were provided. 

In a literal as well as a symbolic sense, 

idolatry meant prostitution. 

Since the people were acting like prostitutes, 

God would treat them like prostitutes 

and shame them publicly. 

He would no longer claim the nation as His wife 

because she had broken the solemn marriage covenant 

and consorted with idols. 

According to Hebrew law, 

adultery was a capital crime, 

pun​ishable by death; 

but 
God announced 

that He would discipline Israel 

and 
not destroy her. 

Unfaithfulness to the Lord is a serious sin, 

just as unfaith​fulness to one’s mate is a serious sin. 

The man who says he’s 90 % faithful to his wife 

isn’t faithful at all. 

As Israel was tempted to forsake God for idols, 

the church is tempted to turn to the world system 

that hates God

   


and 
wants nothing to do with God.

We must be careful 

not to love the world 

(1 John  2:15-17), 

be friendly with the world 

(James 4:4), 

become spotted by the world 

(1:27), 

or conform to the world 

(Rom. 12:2). 

Each believ​er and each local church 

must remain true to Jesus Christ the Bridegroom 

until He returns to take His bride to the heaven​ly wedding 

(2 Cor. 11:1-4; 

Eph. 5:22-33; 

Rev. 19:6-9).


	(Hosea 2:5b-9).

2.
Ingratitude 

(Hosea 2:5b-9).

Instead of thanking the true God for His blessings of food, water, and clothing, 

the nation thanked the false gods 

and used those gifts to serve idols. 

What ingratitude! 

God provided rain for the land 

(Deut. 11:8-17), 

but the Israelites gave the credit to Baal, 

the rain god. 

It is God who gives us power 

to earn wealth 

(Deut. 8:17-18) 

and to enjoy the blessings of life 

(1 Tim. 6:17), 

and we must thank Him and acknowledge His goodness. 

What wickedness it is to take the gifts of God 

and use them to worship false gods!

God had every right to abandon His people, 

but instead, He chose to discipline them. 

The nation would chase after false gods, 

but 
Jehovah would block their paths 

and 
confuse their plans 

so that they would stumble on the way. 

He would take back His gifts 

and leave the nation as naked as a newborn baby 

and as barren as a desert.
It’s remarkable how many times God’s people are admon​ished in Scripture 

to be thankful. 

I’ve noted at least fifteen places 

where we’re commanded to 

“give thanks to the Lord,” [благодарите]

[(135-3) Славьте Господа господствующих]
and Psalm 100:4 

[(99-4) Входите во врата Его со  славословием,  во дворы Его--с хвалою. Славьте Его, благословляйте  имя Его,]
and Colossians 3:16 

[научайте и вразумляйте друг друга псалмами, славословием]
both admonish us to be thankful.

Both Jesus and Paul set the example by giving thanks often to the Lord 

for His blessings. 

One of the first steps toward rebellion against God 

is a refusal to give God thanks for His mercies 

(Rom. 1:21). 

21* because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

[21* Но как они, познав Бога, не прославили Его, как Бога, и не возблагодарили, но осуетились в умствованиях своих, и омрачилось несмысленное их сердце;]

God will not allow us to enjoy His gifts 

and at the same time ignore the Giver; 

                        for this is the essence of idolatry


	Hosea 2:10-13
3.
Hypocrisy 

(Hosea 2:10-13). 

The people still enjoyed celebrating the Hebrew festivals, 



but in their hearts, 

they gave the glory to Baal 

and the other false gods that they worshiped. 

Unfortunately, the same sin was being committed by their brothers 

and sisters in the temple in Jerusalem 

(Isa. 1). 

How easy it is to attend divine services 

and go through the motions of worshiping God 

when our hearts are really far from Him 

(Matt. 15:7-9).

But the truth would eventually come out, 

for God would judge His people 

and expose their hypocrisy. 

He would take away their blessings 

and abandon them to their sins, 

for one of the greatest judgments God can inflict on any people 

is to let them have their own way. 

God is holy 

and 
will not permit His people to enjoy sin very long 

or 
to live on substitutes. 

Eight times in the Bible we read, 

“Be holy, for I am holy”; [будьте   святы,  потому   что  Я  свят.]
and God means what He says.


	(Hosea 2:14-3:5)
3.
Hosea:
God is love 

(Hosea 2:14-3:5)

1.
God’s love promised 

(Hosea 2:14-23).

The three children have taught us about the grace of God, 

And Gomer has taught us about the holiness of God. 

Now Hosea will teach us about the love of God.

“Hosea takes his place among the greatest lovers of all the ages,” 

wrote Kyle M. Yates. 

“His love was so strong that the vilest behavior could not dull .... 

Gomer broke his heart 

but she made it possible for him to give to the world 

a picture of the heart of the divine lover.”

God’s  love  promised 

(Hosea 2:14-23). 

The repeated “I will” statements in these verses 

assure us that God has a wonderful future planned 

for the Jewish people. 

Lofs note His promises.

He begins with  
"I will allure" 

[Я  увлеку   её]








[2:14]

14* ¶ “Therefore, behold, I will allure her, Will bring her into the wilderness, And speak comfort to her.

[14* ¶ Посему вот, и Я увлеку её, приведу ее в пустыню, и  буду  говорить к сердцу  её.]

God doesn’t try to force His people to love Him. 

Instead, He “allures” (woos) them  [Я увлеку   её]

as a lover woos his beloved, 

seeking her hand in mar​riage. 

Certainly God spoke tenderly to His people through His Word 

and through the manifold blessings He bestowed on them 

in their land. 

Just as He led her through the wilderness 

and “married” her at Sinai, 

so God will meet His beloved in the wilderness 

in the last days 

and lead her 

into her land and her glorious kingdom.

The next promise is 

"I will give"   

[И  дам  ей]



[2:15]

15* I will give her her vineyards from there, And the Valley of Achor as a door of hope; She shall sing there, As in the days of her youth, As in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt.

[15* И дам ей оттуда   виноградники   её и долину  Ахор, в  преддверие на дежды; и она будет петь там, как во дни юности своей и как в день выхода своего   из  земли  Египетской.]

as the Lord guar​antees 

a return to their land 

and 
a restoration of their prosper​ity. 

Once again, the Lord changes the meaning of a name, this time, 

“the Valley of Achor.” [и  долину   Ахор]
To Israel, “the Valley of Achor” (“trouble”) 
was the place where Achan stole from God 

and brought shameful defeat to Israel’s army                                                         (Josh. 7), 

but that memory would be erased from their minds. 

The valley would become “a door of hope”  [в  преддверие    надежды]

through which Israel would enter into a new life. 

The experience would produce singing, 


as when Israel escaped from Egypt and saw her enemies 

defeat​ed before their very eyes                                                                           (Ex. 14-15). 

“And Sharon shall be a fold of flocks, and the valley of Ach or a place for the herds to lie down in, for My people that have sought Me” 

(Isa. 65:10).

[10* И будет Сарон пастбищем для овец и долина Ахор--местом отдыха для волов народа Моего, который взыскал Меня.]

This is an Old Testament version of Romans 8:28, 

for only the Lord can take 

defeat and shame 

and turn it 


into victory and glory.

2:18-20
God’s third promise is 

"I will take away" 
[И   удалю   от  уст  её]








[2:18-20]

18* In that day I will make a covenant for them With the beasts of the field, With the birds of the air, And with the creeping things of the ground. Bow and sword of battle I will shatter from the earth, To make them lie down safely.

 19* “I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me In righteousness and justice, In lovingkindness and mercy;

 20* I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, And you shall know the LORD.

[18* И зак  лючу в то  время для них союз с полевыми  зверями  и с птицами небесными, и с пресмыкающимися по земле; и лук, и меч, и войну   истреблю от земли той, и дам им жить в безопасности.

19* И обручу  тебя  Мне  навек, и обручу тебя Мне в правде и суде, в благости  и  милосердии.

20* И обручу  тебя  Мне  в верности, и ты  познаёшь   Господа.]

God declares an end to idolatry among His people. 

They would have a new vocabulary 

and the “baals” 

[И  удалю  имена   Ваалов]
would never be named again.

“Ishi” 

means “my husband” [`муж  мой']

in Hebrew 

and “Baali” 

means “my master.” [`Ваали'.]

Both terms were used by Jewish wives 

when addressing their husbands; 

but in the future king​dom, 

every Jew will call God 

         “my Husband,” 

for the divine mar​riage relationship will be restored. 

Israel will no longer prosti​tute herself before idols, 

but will love and serve the true and living God.

2:18-20
God’s fourth promise is 





"I will betroth" 
[И  обручу   тебя   Мне]







[2:18-20]

God’s wooing of Israel will result in her yielding to Him 



and 
entering into a covenant relationship 




that would never end. 


This new covenant will include a restored creation 

(see Gen. 9:1-10; 

Rom. 8:18-22) 



and peace among the nations. 


Among the “wed​ding gifts” 



will be such blessings as 





righteousness, 





justice, 





love, 





compassion, 




and 
faithfulness 



— everything that Israel had lacked during her years of separation 



    from her Husband, Jehovah God.

2:21-22
The fifth promise is 


"I will respond" 
[Я   услышу,]

[2:21-22-NIV]

(KJV, “I will hear”).

2:21-22


	The fifth promise is 


"I will respond" 
[Я   услышу,]

[2:21-22-NIV]

(KJV, “I will hear”). 

21* “It shall come to pass in that day That I will answer,” says the LORD; “I will answer the heavens, And they shall answer the earth.

 22* The earth shall answer With grain, With new wine, And with oil; They shall answer Jezreel.

[21* И будет в тот день, Я услышу, говорит Господь, услышу небо, и оно услышит   землю,

22* и земля услышит хлеб и вино и елей; а  сии  услышат   Изреель.]

These two verses describe a tremendous cosmic conversation 



in which the Lord speaks to the heavens and the earth 



and they respond to each other 



and bring blessings to God’s people. 


The heavens send the rain, 




the earth brings forth the produce, 



and 
the Lord sends His rich bless​ings. 

It’s the picture of a restored universe 




where sin and death 




no longer reign 

(Rom. 5:12-21).


	Hosea 2:23
The final [Sixth] promise in this text is 



"I will plant”   [И  посею   её,]
(Hosea 2:23, NIV).

23* Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth, And I will have mercy on her who had not obtained mercy; Then I will say to those who were not My people, ‘You are My people!’ And they shall say, ‘You are my God!’”

[23* И посею  её для Себя на земле, и помилую   Непомилованную,  и  скажу не  Моему  народу: `ты   Мой народ', а он  скажет: `Ты  мой  Бог!']

The word “Jezreel” [Изреель  ]  




means “God sows.” [И  посею   её,]
The image is that of God sowing His people in their land 



the way a farmer sows seed. 


God says to them, "You are My people!” [`Мой   народ']


They respond, “You are my God!” (NIV) 

[а  он  скажет: `Ты   мой   Бог!']
This relates back to the names of the children 



that God in His grace had changed.


	Hosea 3:1-5
2.
God’s love Pictured 

(Hosea 3:1-5).

This is another “action sermon” 

as Hosea reclaims his estranged wife 

and brings her home to himself. 

Hosea 3:1

1* ¶ Then the LORD said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by a lover and is committing adultery, just like the love of the LORD for the children of Israel, who look to other gods and love the raisin cakes of the pagans.”

[1* ¶ И сказал  мне  Господь: иди  ещё,  и полюби  женщину,  любимую   мужем, но  прелюбодействующую, подобно тому, как любит Господь сынов Израилевых,  а они обращаются к другим богам и любят виноградные лепешки их.]

Gomer had left Hosea 

and was living with a lover, 

another picture of the way Israel 

had treated the Lord. 

Hosea had to buy her back at a cost of fifteen pieces of silver 

half the price of a slave, 

(Ex. 21:32)

and about ten bushels of barley. 

Hosea 3:2

2* So I bought her for myself for fifteen shekels of silver, and one and one-half homers of barley.

[2* И приобрел я  её  себе  за  пятнадцать  сребренников и за хомер ячменя   и   полхомера    ячменя]

This was not an exorbitant price, 

            but she had cheapened herself by her sins. 

We need to remember 

that God has purchased us at the tremendous cost 

of the precious blood of His only Son 

(1 Peter 1:18-19).

Hosea 3:3 suggests
Hosea 3:3

3* And I said to her, “You shall stay with me many days; you shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man--so, too, will I be toward you.”

[3* и сказал   ей: много дней   оставайся у меня; не  блуди, и не будь с другим; так  же  и  я  буду   для  тебя.]

that Hosea didn’t immediately enter into intimate relations with Gomer, 

but waited awhile 

to make sure she would be true to him. 

It’s also possible that he want​ed to make sure she wasn’t pregnant 

with another man’s child. 

But even this has a spiritual message attached to it : 

Israel today, 

though purchased by their Messiah 

(John 11:47-52; Isa. 53:8), 

has not yet returned to the Lord.

Israel today is without a king 

because 

she rejected her King 

and therefore 
has no kingdom. 

“We will not have this man to reign over us” 

(Luke 19:14). 

[не  хотим,  чтобы  он  царствовал   над  нами.]

"We have no king but Caesar” 

(John 19:15). 

[нет  у  нас  царя,  кроме   кесаря.]

She has no prince 


because there is no reigning dynasty in Israel. 

All the records were destroyed 

when the Romans captured Jerusalem in A.D. 70, 

and nobody can prove to which tribe he or she belongs.
Hosea 3:4
The Israelites have no sacrifice 

because they have no temple, altar, or priesthood. 

They don’t have a pillar (image) 

or a household god (teraphim), [терафима]

because idolatry was purged 

from their culture during the Babylonian Captivity. 

Hosea 3:4

4* For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar, without ephod or teraphim.

[4* Ибо долгое время сыны Израилевы будут  оставаться  без  царя  и без князя  и без  жертвы, без    жертвенника,  без   ефода   и терафима.]

Like the Gentiles, 

they may have other kinds of idols in their hearts! 

They lack an ephod [без   ефода]

(Ex. 28:1-14), 

because they have no high priest. 

The only High Priest God will acknowledge 

is the inter​ceding Son of God in heaven.

Hosea 3:5

5* Afterward the children of Israel shall return and seek the LORD their God and David their king. They shall fear the LORD and His goodness in the latter days.

[5* После того обратятся сыны Израилевы и взыщут Господа Бога своего  и  Давида,  царя   своего, и будут благоговеть пред Господом и благостью   Его  в  последние    дни.]

But there is an “afterward” ! [После того]

Israel won’t stay “without,” 

for she will see her Messiah, 

repent of her sins, 

and say, 
“You are my God!” [`Ты  мой  Бог!'] - 2:23
They will enter into that blessed relationship in which the Lord says, 



"You are My people!” [`Мой   народ']
This will occur in “the latter days” [в  последние    дни.]

when 
the messianic King sits on David’s throne 

and 

judges righteously 

(Matt. 19:28; 

Luke 1:32-33).

The key word is “return” [обратятся]

(Hosea 3:5), 

a word that’s used twenty-two times in Hosea’s prophecy. 

When 

Israel repents and returns to the Lord, 

then 
the Lord will return to bless Israel 

(2:7-8).

Hosea 2:7-8

7* She will chase her lovers, But not overtake them; Yes, she will seek them, but not find them. Then she will say, ‘I will go and return to my first husband, For then it was better for me than now.’

 8* For she did not know That I gave her grain, new wine, and oil, And multiplied her silver and gold--Which they prepared for Baal. 

[7 и погонится за любовниками своими, но не догонит их, и будет искать их, но не найдет, и скажет: «пойду я, и возвращусь к первому мужу моему; ибо тогда лучше было мне, нежели теперь».

 8 А не знала она, что я, я давал ей хлеб и вино и елей и умножил у нее серебро и золото, из которого сделали истукана Ваала.]

[God has returned to His place 
and left Israel to herself 

(5:15) 

[Hosea 5:15

15* I will return again to My place Till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.”]

[15* Пойду, возвращусь в Мое место, доколе  они не признают себя виновными  и  не  взыщут  лица  Моего.]

until she seeks Him and says, 

“Come, and let us return to the lord” 

(6:1, NIV).

Hosea 6:1

1* ¶ Come, and let us return to the LORD; For He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up.

[1* ¶ В скорби  своей  они с раннего утра будут искать Меня и говорить: `пойдем  и возвратимся   к  Господу! ибо Он уязвил--и Он исцелит нас, поразил--и    перевяжет    наши  раны;]

This is Hosea’s message: 

“0 Israel, return to the lord thy

  God.... Take with you words, and turn to the Lord: say unto

  Him, ‘Take away all iniquity, and receive us graciously’” 

(14:1-2).

Hosea 14:1-2

1* ¶ O Israel, return to the LORD your God, For you have stumbled because of your iniquity;

 2* Take words with you, And return to the LORD. Say to Him, “Take away all iniquity; Receive us graciously, For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.

[1* ¶ (14-2) Обратись, Израиль, к Господу  Богу  твоему;  ибо  ты   упал  от нечестия   твоего.

 2* (14-3) Возьмите с собою молитвенные слова и обратитесь к Господу;   говорите   Ему: `отними всякое   беззаконие   и прими   во благо, и мы   принесём   жертву   уст  наших.]

That prayer is good for any sinner, 

Jew or Gentile. 


	To  Sum​marize:
God is gracious, 

and no matter what “name” our birth has given to us, 

He can change it 

and 
give us a new beginning. 

Even the “valley of trouble” [и  долину   Ахор]
can become a “door of hope.” [в  преддверие    надежды]
God is holy 
and He must deal with sin. 

The essence of idolatry is enjoying the gifts 

but not honoring the Giver. 

To live for the world 

is to break God’s heart 

and 
commit “spiritual adultery”
God is love 
and promises to forgive 

and restore all who repent and return to Him. 

He promises to bless all who trust Him.


	TWO

HOSEA 4-10
What Will I Do with You ?
"Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just.”

Thomas Jefferson wrote those words about the United States of America; 

and as the Prophet Hosea surveyed the kingdom of Israel, 

he would have agreed. 

From his bitter experience with his wife, 

Hosea knew that sin 

not only breaks the heart of God 

but also 
offends the holiness of God, 

for 

“righteousness and justice are the foundation of (His] throne”

(Ps. 89:14, NIV).

Ps. 89:14

14* Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne;

[14* (88-15) Правосудие  и  правота--основание    престола   Твоего;]

God wanted to 

forgive the sins of His people 

and 
restore their fellowship with Him, 

but 
they weren’t ready. 

They not only would not repent, 

they wouldn’t even admit that they had sinned! 

So God conducted a trial 

and brought them to the bar of justice. 

It’s a basic spiritual principle 
that until people experience the guilt of conviction, 

they can’t enjoy the glory of con​version.


	Hosea 4-10

II.
Israel’s  sins  denounced 

II.  uht{b   bphfbkz   j<mzdktys
Hosea 4-7
1. God convenes the court 

(Hosea 4:1—5:15)

Just as Hosea had experienced a quarrel with his wife, 



so God had a quarrel with His estranged wife, 

the people of Israel. 

But it wasn’t a personal quarrel; 

it was an official controversy: 


"Lord has a charge to bring against you who live in the land” 

[ибо  суд  у  Господа с  жителями   сей  земли]

(4:1, NIV).

Hosea 4:1

1* ¶ Hear the word of the LORD, You children of Israel, 

For the LORD brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land: “There is no truth or mercy Or knowledge of God in the land.

[1* ¶ Слушайте   слово  Господне,   сыны  Израилевы;  

ибо  суд  у  Господа с  жителями   сей  земли, потому что нет ни истины, ни милосердия, ни Богопознания    на  земле.]

The picture of God bringing men and nations to trial in His Courtroom 

is a familiar one in Scripture 

(see Isa. 1:13; 

Jer. 2:9, 29; 25:31; 

Micah 6:2; Rom. 3:19). 

“Rise up, 0 Judge of the earth; pay back to the proud what they deserve” 

[2* (93-2) Восстань,  Судия   земли, воздай   возмезди е   гордым.]

(Ps. 94:2, NIV).

The Judge read the charges to the accused as they stood before Him.

II.
Israel’s sins denounced 

II.  uht{b   bphfbkz   j<mzdktys
Hosea 4-7

          1. God convenes the court 

(Hosea 4:1—5:15)

                   1.
The nation as a whole

[4:1b-3]

Hosea 4: 4:1b-3
1* ¶ Hear the word of the LORD, You children of Israel, For the LORD brings a charge against the inhabitants of the land: “There is no truth or mercy Or knowledge of God in the land.

 2* By swearing and lying, Killing and stealing and committing adultery, They break all restraint, With bloodshed upon bloodshed.

 3* Therefore the land will mourn; And everyone who dwells there will waste away With the beasts of the field And the birds of the air; Even the fish of the sea will be taken away.

[1* ¶ Слушайте слово Господне, сыны Израилевы; ибо суд у Господа с жителями сей земли, потому что нет ни истины, ни милосердия, ни Богопознания на земле.

 2* Клятва и обман, убийство и воровство, и прелюбодейство крайне распространились, и кровопролитие следует за кровопролитием.

 3* За то восплачет земля сия, и изнемогут все, живущие на ней, со зверями полевыми и птицами небесными, даже и рыбы морские погибнут.]

The basis for judg​ment was the holy law of God , 
the covenant God made with Israel at Mt. Sinai. 

“All that the Lord has spoken we will do,” 

[всё, что  сказал   Господь,   исполним.]

was their promise 

(Ex. 19:8); 

but 
that promise was soon broken. 

Just as Gomer didn’t take her marriage vows seriously 

but went to live with another man, 

so Israel reneged on her promises to God 

and 
turned to pagan idols. 

There was no faithfulness (truth) in the land, 

no loyal love to the Lord.

When people reject God’s covenant, 


they begin to exploit each other; 

for the Ten Commandments deal with our relation​ship 

with our neighbor 

as well as with the Lord. 

If  we love the Lord, 

we will also love our neighbor 

(Matt 22:34-40 ; Rom. 13:8-10). 

But there was 

no mercy in the land, 

no love for one’s neigh​bor, 

no compassion for the poor and needy. 

People were 

false-hearted toward God

and 
hardhearted toward one another.

The basic sin was ignorance; 

there was 

“no knowledge of God in the land.” 

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowl​edge” 

(Hosea 4:6). 

Hosea 4:6

6* ¶ My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

[6* ¶ Истреблен будет народ Мой за недостаток   ведения: так как ты отверг ведение, то и Я отвергну тебя от священнодействия  предо Мною; и как ты забыл закон Бога твоего то и Я забуду   детей твоих.]

This means much more than 

knowledge about God ; 

it refers 
to a personal knowledge of God. 

The Hebrew word describes 

a husband’s most intimate relation​ship 

with his wife 

(Gen. 4:1; 19:8). 

To know God 

is to have a personal relationship with Him 

through faith in Jesus Christ 

(John 17:3).

The Judge pointed to the Ten Commandments 

(Ex. 20:1-17) 

and reminded the people of how they had violated His law 

by pronouncing curses, 

telling lies, 

murdering, 

stealing, 

and com​mitting adultery. 

As a result, they had brought suffering 

to themselves, 

to the land, 

and even to the animals. 

God’s covenant promise was 

that He would bless the land 

if the people obeyed Him, 

but that He would punish the land 

if they dis​obeyed 

(Lev. 26; Deut. 27-28).
The land belonged to God 

(Lev. 25:23) 

and the sins of the people polluted the land 

(18:25-28; 26:32-33).

Natural calami​ties like droughts, famines, and the devastations of war 

were sometimes sent by God to discipline His people. 

Whether to bless or to judge, 

God always keeps His covenant promises. 



	1.
The priests 

[Hosea 4:4-14]. 

When Jeroboam I  [Иеровоам]  set up his own religious system in Israel , 

many of the true priests fled to Judah ; 

so the king 

ordained priests of his own choosing 

(2 Chron. 11:13-15). 

Of course, these counterfeit priests knew 

neither 
the Lord 

nor 

His law. 

They were primarily interested in having an easy job 

that would provide them with food, cloth​ing, and pleasure, 

especially opportunities to be with the shrine prostitutes. 

“Don’t blame the people for what’s happen​ing,” 

Hosea said to the corrupt priests, 

“because they’re only following your bad example!”

Hosea 4:4

4* “Now let no man contend, or rebuke another; For your people are like those who contend with the priest.

[4* Но  никто   не спорь, никто не обличай другого; и твой народ--как спорящие   со   священником.]

when 
you obey God’s Word, 

you walk in the light and don’t stumble 

( Prov. 3:21-26; 4:14-19); 

but when 
you reject the Word, 

you walk in the darkness 

and 
can’t find your way 

(Isa. 8:20). 

Hosea 4:5
Worldly and ignorant spiritual leaders 

produce worldly and ignorant people, 

and this brings destruction to the land. 


	Hosea 4:5

5* Therefore you shall stumble in the day; The prophet also shall stumble with you in the night; And I will destroy your mother.

[5* И ты  падешь  днем, и пророк   падет с тобою ночью, и истреблю матерь твою.]

The phrase "your mother” [матерь   твою.]  in Hosea 4:5 

refers to the nation of Israel                                                           (2:2, 5). 

As goes spiritual leadership, 

so goes the church ; 

as goes the church, 

so goes morality; 

and as goes morality, 

so goes the nation. 

God’s people are both salt and light in society                                                                    (Matt 5:13-16); 

and when they are corrupt, 

society becomes corrupt

God rejected Jeroboam’s [Иеровоам]  man-made religion 



and warned the priests 

that their easy jobs would soon end in disaster. 

Instead of seeking God’s will, 

they consulted their idols.

The more the people sinned, 

the more food the priests enjoyed.
The more shrines the people built, 

the more they and the priests could indulge in lustful pleasures 

as they participated in the fertility rites. 

But the rites wouldn’t accomplish any​thing , 

because God would cause the population 

and the produce to decrease instead of increase. 

              Furthermore, the priests’ own daughters and daughters-in—law 

would become shrine prostitutes and commit adultery ! 

Their sins would bring judgment to their families and to the land


	Hosea 4:15-19
2.
The spectators in the court 

[Hosea 4:15-19].

Hosea 4:15-16

15* “Though you, Israel, play the harlot, Let not Judah offend. Do not come up to Gilgal, Nor go up to Beth Aven, Nor swear an oath, saying, ‘As the LORD lives’ --

 16* “For Israel is stubborn Like a stubborn calf; Now the LORD will let them forage Like a lamb in open country.

[15* Если ты, Израиль,    блудодействуешь,  то   пусть  не  грешил бы Иуда; и не ходите в Галгал, и не восходите  в  Беф-Авен, и  не  клянитесь: `жив  Господь!'

 16* Ибо как  упрямая телица, упорен стал Израиль; посему будет ли теперь Господь пасти их, как агнцев на пространном     пастбище?]

Now the prophet turns to the people of the Southern Kingdom of Judah 

who were carefully watching events in Israel. 

Hosea’s warning is clear: 

don’t meddle in the affairs of Israel 

because their doom is sure! 

“Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone” 

(v. 17). 

Hosea 4:17

17* “Ephraim is joined to idols, Let him alone.

[17* Привязался    к  идолам Ефрем; оставь   его!]

The people of Judah were supposed to worship in Jerusalem 

and 
not go to the hill shrines in Israel 

or 
to the special shrines at Gilgal [в  Галгале]  
   and  Bethel. 

[от  Вефиля]

(Hosea calls Bethel “Beth​-aven,” [в  Беф-Авен]

which means “house of evil or deceit.” 
Bethel means “house of God.’ 

Israel was 

like a stubborn heifer, [как  упрямая   телица,]

not a submissive lamb; [как   агнцев]

and God’s whirlwind of judgment would sweep the kingdom away.


	Hosea 5:1-7
3.
Priests , rulers , and people

[Hosea 5:1-7].

Hosea 5:1-7

1* ¶ “Hear this, O priests! Take heed, O house of Israel! Give ear, O house of the king! For yours is the judgment, Because you have been a snare to Mizpah And a net spread on Tabor.
2* The revolters are deeply involved in slaughter, Though I rebuke them all.

3* I know Ephraim, And Israel is not hidden from Me; For now, O Ephraim, you commit harlotry; Israel is defiled.

4* “They do not direct their deeds Toward turning to their God, For the spirit of harlotry is in their midst, And they do not know the LORD.

5* The pride of Israel testifies to his face; Therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity; Judah also stumbles with them.

6* “With their flocks and herds They shall go to seek the LORD, But they will not find Him; He has withdrawn Himself from them.

 7* They have dealt treacherously with the LORD, For they have begotten pagan children. Now a New Moon shall devour them and their heritage.

[1* ¶ Слушайте это, священники, и внимайте, дом  Израилев, и приклоните ухо, дом царя; ибо вам будет суд, потому  что вы были западнею в Массифе и сетью, раскинутою на Фаворе.

 2* Глубоко  погрязли они  в  распутстве;  но  Я накажу  всех  их.

 3* Ефрема  Я знаю, и Израиль не сокрыт от Меня; ибо ты блудодействуешь, Ефрем, и Израиль осквернился.

 4* Дела их не   допускают их обратиться  к   Богу своему, ибо дух блуда внутри них, и Господа они не познали.

 5* И гордость Израиля унижена в глазах их; и Израиль  и Ефрем  падут  от нечестия  своего;   падет  и  Иуда  с ними.

 6* С овцами своими и волами своими пойдут   искать  Господа и не найдут Его: Он  удалился  от  них.

 7* Господу  они  изменили, потому  что родили   чужих  детей; ныне новый месяц   поест   их   с  их  имуществом.]

This is a summa​tion of the evidence that the Judge applied to all the accused. 

He condemned the leaders for trapping innocent people 

and exploiting them. 

There was no justice in the land. 

They were sinking deep in sin 

and lacked the power to repent 

and turn back to God , 

for their sins had paralyzed them.

What was the cause? 
They did not know the Lord 

(Hosea 5:4 ; 6:3)

Hosea 5:4; 6:3

5:4* “They do not direct their deeds Toward turning to their God, For the spirit of harlotry is in their midst, And they do not know the LORD.

6:3* Let us know, Let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD. His going forth is established as the morning; He will come to us like the rain, Like the latter and former rain to the earth.

[4* Дела их не допускают их обратиться к Богу своему, ибо дух блуда внутри них, и Господа они не познали.

3* Итак познаем, будем стремиться познать Господа; как утренняя заря--явление Его, и Он придет к нам, как дождь, как поздний дождь оросит землю'.]

and their arrogance only led them to stumble and fall 

(5:5; Prov. 16:18). 

Hosea 5:5

5* The pride of Israel testifies to his face; Therefore Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity; Judah also stumbles with them.

[5* И гордость  Израиля унижена в глазах  их;  и Израиль  и Ефрем  падут  от нечестия  своего; падет и Иуда с ними.]

Even if they came to the Lord with entire flocks and herds to sacrifice, 

God 

would not meet them ; 

for God
had with-drawn Himself from them. 

God rejected their illegitimate chil​dren,

                       and their monthly feasts would soon become funerals.


	Hosea 5:8-15
4.
the  sentence  is  pronounced

[Hosea 5:8-15].
Hosea 5:8-15
8* ¶ “Blow the ram’s horn in Gibeah, The trumpet in Ramah! Cry aloud at Beth Aven, ‘Look behind you, O Benjamin!’

 9* Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke; Among the tribes of Israel I make known what is sure.

10* “The princes of Judah are like those who remove a landmark; I will pour out my wrath on them like water.

 11* Ephraim is oppressed and broken in judgment, Because he willingly walked by human precept.

 12* Therefore I will be to Ephraim like a moth, And to the house of Judah like rottenness.

 13* “When Ephraim saw his sickness, And Judah saw his wound, Then Ephraim went to Assyria And sent to King Jareb; Yet he cannot cure you, Nor heal you of your wound.

14* For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, And like a young lion to the house of Judah. I, even I, will tear them and go away; I will take them away, and no one shall rescue.

15* I will return again to My place Till they acknowledge their offense. Then they will seek My face; In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.”

[8* ¶ Вострубите   рогом  в  Гиве,  трубою в Раме; возглашайте в Беф-- Авене: `за тобою,   Вениамин!'

 9* Ефрем сделается пустынею в день наказания; между коленами Израи левыми  Я  возвестил     это.

 10* Вожди Иудины стали подобны передвигающим  межи: изолью на них гнев  Мой, как  воду.

 11* Угнетен   Ефрем, поражен судом; ибо захотел   ходить   вслед   суетных.

 12* И буду как моль для Ефрема и как червь  для  дома  Иудина.

 13* И увидел Ефрем болезнь свою, и Иуда--свою рану, и пошел Ефрем к Ассуру, и послал к царю Иареву; но он не  может  исцелить  вас, и не излечит вас  от раны.

 14* Ибо Я как лев для Ефрема и как скимен для дома Иудина; Я, Я растерзаю, и уйду; унесу, и никто не спасет.

 15* Пойду, возвращусь в Мое место, доколе  они не признают себя виновными  и  не  взыщут  лица  Моего.]

There could be only one verdict : 
“ Guilty ! ” 

A day of judgment was coming 

when the cities of Israel would be conquered 

by the invading Assyrian army 

and the citizens taken into captivity. 
“Ephraim will be laid waste on the day of reckoning” 

(5:9, NIV) 

Hosea 5:9

9* Ephraim shall be desolate in the day of rebuke; Among the tribes of Israel I make known what is sure.

[9* Ефрем  сделается  пустынею  в день наказания; между   коленами 

Израил евыми    Я возвестил   это.]
The inner decay of the nation 

was like the slow hidden destruction 

caused by a moth [червь]

(v.12),

Hosea 5:12

12* Therefore I will be to Ephraim like a moth, And to the house of Judah  like rottenness.

[12* И  буду  как  моль  для  Ефрема  и как  червь  для  дома  Иудина.]

but the coming of the Assyrians 

was like the sudden open attack of a lion  [лев]

(v.14).

Hosea  5:14

14* For I will be like a lion to Ephraim, And like a young lion to the house of Judah. I, even I, will tear them and go away; I will take them away, and no one shall rescue.

[14* Ибо Я как лев для Ефрема и как скимен для дома Иудина; Я, Я растерзаю, и уйду; унесу, и никто не спасет.]

Both were unavoidable and both brought ruin.

Israel and Judah were 

weak, sick nations 

(Isa. 1:5-6; 

Jer. 30:12-13), 

but instead of 

turning to the Lord for healing, 

both of them 

turned to the king of Assyria for help 

(Hosea 5:13) . 

They needed 

prayer and true repentance , 

but instead , 

they trusted politics 

and useless treaties. 

All the Lord could do was withdraw 

and wait for them 

to seek His face in truth and humility.


	Hosea 6:1-7:16
2. God reJects the appeal 

(Hosea 6:1-7:16)

It isn’t unusual for the accused 

in a trial to express regret and remorse 

for what they’ve done 

and 
to ask for another chance. 

That’s just what Israel did , 

but God anticipated their hypocrit​ical subterfuge 

and exposed not only their duplicity 

but the sinful way they had treated their Lord.
Hosea 6:1-3
1.
the nation's false repentance

[Hosea 6:1-3].

Hosea 6:1-3

1* ¶ Come, and let us return to the LORD; For He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind us up.

2* After two days He will revive us; On the third day He will raise us up, That we may live in His sight.

 3* Let us know, Let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD. His going forth is established as the morning; He will come to us like the rain, Like the latter and former rain to the earth.

[1* ¶ В скорби  своей  они с раннего утра будут искать Меня и говорить: `пойдем  и возвратимся   к Господу!  ибо Он уязвил--и Он исцелит нас, поразил--и   перевяжет   наши  раны;

 2* оживит  нас  через  два дня, в третий   день  восставит  нас, и мы будем  жить  пред  лицем   Его.

 3* Итак познаем, будем стремиться познать  Господа; как   утренняя   заря--явление  Его, и Он придет к нам, как дождь, как поздний дождь оросит землю'.]

When you read these words , 

you get the impression that the nation 

is sin​cerely repenting and seeking the Lord ; 

but when you read what God says, 

you see how shallow their "confession” really was. 

"They do not return to the Lord their God , nor seek Him” 

(Hosea 7:10). 

Hosea 7:10

10* And the pride of Israel testifies to his face, But they do not return to the LORD their God, Nor seek Him for all this.

[10* И гордость Израиля унижена в глазах их и при всем том они не обратились   к  Господу  Богу  своему  и не  взыскали   Его.]

“They have spoken lies against Me” 

(Hosea 7:13). 

Hosea 7:13

13* “Woe to them, for they have fled from Me! Destruction to them, Because they have transgressed against Me! Though I redeemed them, Yet they have spoken lies against Me.

[13* Горе им,  что они удалились от Меня; гибель им, что они отпали от Меня!  Я  спасал их,  а они ложь говорили   на   Меня.]

"They return, but not to the Most High” 

(Hosea 7:16).
Hosea 7:16

16* They return, but not to the Most High; They are like a treacherous bow. Their princes shall fall by the sword For the cursings of their tongue. This shall be their derision in the land of Egypt.

[16* Они обращались, но не к Всевышнему,   стали--как   неверный лук;  падут от меча князья их за дерзость языка своего; это будет посмеянием над ними в земле Египетской.]



	What was wrong with this “confession” ?

#1
To begin with, 

their concern was 

for heaLing 

and not 


            for cleansing. 

They saw their nation in difficulty 

and wanted God to “make things right,” 

but 

they did not come 

with broken hearts 

and 

surrendered wills. 

They wanted 

happiness, 

not holiness, 

a change of circumstances 

but not a change in character. 

Many times in my own ministry 

I’ve met people in trou​ble who treated God like a celestial lifeguard 

who should res​cue them from danger 

but not deliver them from their sins. 

They shed tears of remorse 

over their suffering, 

but not tears of repentance 

over their sin.

What was wrong with this “confession” ?

#2
Furthermore, 


the people of Israel thought 


that the remedy would work quickly : 



“After two days will He revive us; in the third day He will raise us up” 

(Hosea 6:2)

Hosea 6:2

2* After two days He will revive us ; On the third day He will raise us up, That we may live in His sight.

[2* оживит  нас  через  два дня, в третий   день  восставит нас, и мы будем  жить  пред  лицём  Его.]

                                                      what blind optimism! 

            They were like the false prophets in Jeremiah’s day 



who offered 
            the nation superficial remedies 

but never got to 
the heart of the problem 

(Jer. 6:14; 8:11-15). 

They were like physicians putting suntan lotion 

on a cancerous tumor 

instead of 
calling for dras​tic surgery. 

Expecting a “quick  fix” is one of the marks of an unrepentant heart 

that doesn’t want to pay the price for deep cleansing 

(Ps. 51:6-7).

Ps. 51:6-7

6* Behold, You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.

 7* ¶ Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

[6* (50-8) Вот, Ты возлюбил истину в сердце и внутрь меня явил мне мудрость.

 7* ¶ (50-9) Окропи меня иссопом, и буду чист; омой меня, и буду белее снега.]
What was wrong with this “confession” ?

#3
There is a third evidence of their shallowness: 

they saw for​giveness and restoration 

as a “mechanical” thing 

that was guar​anteed 

and not as a relational matter 

that involved getting right with God. 

To paraphrase Hosea 6:3, 

“If we seek Him, His bless​ing is sure to come 

just as the dawn comes each morning 

and the rains come each spring and winter.” 

Hosea 6:3

3* Let us know, Let us pursue the knowledge of the LORD. His going forth is established as the morning; He will come to us like the rain, Like the latter and former rain to the earth.

[3* Итак познаем, будем стремиться познать  Господа; как  утренняя  заря--явление Его, и Он придет к нам, как дождь, как поздний дождь оросит землю'.]

This is formula reli​gion, 

like getting a candy bar out of a vending machine: 

put in the money, push the button, and out comes the candy. 

The Christian life is a relationship with God, 

and relationships aren’t based on cut-and-dried formulas.

#4
One more evidence of their shallowness is the fact 


that  they  depended  on  religious  words 


rather  than  righteous  deeds. 

When we truly repent, 

our words will come from broken hearts 

and 
they will cost us something. 

Hosea considered words to be like 

“spiritual sacrifices” brought to the Lord 

(Hosea 14:2), 

Hosea 14:2

2* Take words with you, And return to the LORD. Say to Him, “Take away all iniquity; Receive us graciously, 

For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.

[2* (14-3) Возьмите с собою молитвенные слова и обратитесь к Господу; говорите   Ему: `отними всякое   беззаконие  и  прими  во благо, 

и мы  принесём   жертву   уст  наших.]

and we must not give Him something cheap 

(2 Sam. 24:24). 

Words can reveal or conceal , 

depending on the honesty and humility of the sinner . 

We must take to heart the warning in Ecclesiastes 5:1-2.

Ecclesiastes 5:1-2

1* ¶ Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and draw near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do evil.

 2* Do not be rash with your mouth, And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in heaven, and you on earth; Therefore let your words be few.

[1* ¶ (4-17) Наблюдай за ногою твоею, когда идешь в дом Божий, и будь готов более к слушанию, нежели к жертвоприношению; ибо они не думают, что худо делают.

 2* (5-1) Не торопись языком твоим, и сердце твое да не спешит произнести слово пред Богом; потому что Бог на небе, а ты на земле; поэтому слова твои да будут немноги.]


	Hosea 6:4-7:16
2.
the nation's true condition

[Hosea 6:4-7:16].

In a series of vivid similes and metaphors , 

Hosea revealed the true charac​ter of the people of Israel.

Their love for the Lord was 

1.
Like a morning cloud and the dew 

[6:4-11]

Hosea 14:4

4* ¶ “O Ephraim, what shall I do to you? O Judah, what shall I do to you? For your faithfulness is like a morning cloud, And like the early dew it goes away.

[4* ¶ Что сделаю тебе, Ефрем? что сделаю   тебе, Иуда?  благочестие ваше, 

как  утренний   туман  

и как  роса, скоро   исчезающая.]

Early in the morning, 

the dew looks like sparkling jewels ; 

but as soon as the sun comes up , 

the dew is gone . 

Israel’s devotion to the Lord was temporary, 

lovely but not last​ing. 

To give some substance to their faith, 

God sent them His prophets with the Word of God 

which is like a penetrating sword 

(Eph. 6:17) 

and 
a flash of lightning 

(Hosea 6:5); 

Hosea 14:5

5* Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, I have slain them by the words of My mouth; And your judgments are like light that goes forth.

[5* Посему  Я поражал   через  пророков   и бил  их  словами  уст Моих, и суд Мой, как  восходящий    свет.]

but the people turned a deaf ear

God doesn’t want our relationship with Him 

to be one of shallow, transient feelings 

and empty words and rituals, 

hearts that are enthusiastic one day and frigid the next 

“For I desired mercy [loyal love], and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings” 
(Hosea 14: 6).

Hosea 14:6

6* For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

[6* Ибо Я милости   хочу, а не  жертвы, и Боговедения более, нежели всесожжений.]
A superficial ritual can never take the place 

of sincere love 

and 
faithful obedience 

(1 Sam. 15:22—23; Amos 5:21-24; 

Micah 6:6-8; Matt 9:13; 12:7).

“But like Adam they have transgressed the covenant” 

(Hosea 6:7, NASB). 
 

Hosea 14:7

7* “But like men they transgressed the covenant; There they dealt treacherously with Me.

[7* Они же, подобно Адаму, нарушили завет  и  там  изменили   Мне.]

God promised Adam His blessings 

if he obeyed His commands, 

but Adam deliberately disobeyed 

and plunged the human race into sin and death 

(Rom. 5:12-21; 

1 Cor. 15:21-22). 

God promised Israel the blessings of the Promised land 

if they would obey Him 





    (Deut. 28),

but they broke the covenant 

and suffered the consequences. 

For both Israel and Judah, 

God had appointed a harvest, 

and 
they would reap 

just what they had sown                                                             (Gal. 6:7-8).

Their lust was 

[Yj   Bphfbkm   ghbcnhfcnbkcz   r   uht{fv ]




	[как   печь,   растопленная]
2.
Like an overheated oven 

[как печь, растопленная пекарем] - 7:4
[Hosea 7:1-7]

Hosea 6:11-7:1

11* Also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed for you, When I return the captives of My people.

1* ¶ “When I would have healed Israel, Then the iniquity of Ephraim was uncovered, And the wickedness of Samaria. For they have committed fraud; A thief comes in; A band of robbers takes spoil outside.

[11* И тебе, Иуда, назначена жатва, когда  Я  возвращу   плен народа Моего.

1* ¶ Когда Я врачевал Израиля, открылась неправда Ефрема и злодейство Самарии: ибо они поступают лживо; и входит вор, и разбойник   грабит   по   улицам.]

It’s probable that the last statement in 6:11 

should be joined with 7:1 to read, 
"When I would have returned the captivity of My people, 

when I would have healed Israel.” 

What prevented God from helping His distressed people? 

They wanted Him to act on their terms 

and not according to the conditions of His holy covenant. 

They thought they could get away with their many sins, 

but God 
saw them all 

and God
remembered them 

(v.2; contrast Heb. 1O:16-17).

Hosea 7:2

2* They do not consider in their hearts That I remember all their wickedness; Now their own deeds have surrounded them ; They are before My face.

[2* Не помышляют  они  в  сердце своем, что Я помню  все  злодеяния   их; теперь окружают их дела их; они пред   лицем  Моим.]

Heb. 1O:16-17

16* “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,”

 17* then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

[16* Вот завет, который завещаю им после тех дней, говорит Господь: вложу законы Мои в сердца их, и в мыслях их напишу их,

17* и грехов их и беззаконий их не воспомяну более.]

Israel's  passion for sin 

[Bphfbkm   ghbcnhfcnbkcz   r   uht{fv]

was like a fire in an oven: 

bank the fire at night, 

and 
it will be ready to blaze out in the morning. 

The oven was so hot 

that the baker could ignore it all night 

and know 
it would be ready for baking his bread in the morning. 

The "fuel" for the fire was wine, [разгоряченные до болезни вином] - 7:5
for alcohol and sin often go together.
Hosea describes a palace celebration during which the king and his officers 

get drunk, 

and this gives the king’s enemies opportunity to overthrow him 

and even kill him. 

Remember, Israel had five kings in thirteen years, 

and four kings were assassinated in twenty years. 

From Jeroboam I,[ Иеровоам]  the first king of Israel, 

to Hoshea, [Осия] the last king, 

there were nine different dynasties! 

Because the leaders were far from the Lord, 

the political situation was confused and corrupt.

The third simile is that of a half-baked cake 


	3.
Like a half-baked cake  [как  неповороченный     хлеб]                          

 [7:8]

Hosea 7:8

8* ¶ “Ephraim has mixed himself among the peoples; 

Ephraim is a cake unturned.

[8* ¶ Ефрем смешался с народами, Ефрем стал,

 как  неповороченный      хлеб.]

The nomadic peoples of the East baked their bread on hot rocks; 

and if the dough wasn’t turned, 

one side of the loaf would be burned 

and 
the other side uncooked. 

Instead of remaining separate from the nations , 

Israel mixed with the nations 

and 
became like them. 

Because of her compromising political pos​ture, 

the nation was “burned” 

by Assyria on the one hand 

and 

left uncooked on the other.

When it comes to our relationship with the Lord , 

we must be thorough 

and not “half-baked.” 

His gracious work must permeate our whole being 

so that heart, mind, and strength 

are all devoted to Him. 

Compromise with the world 

leads to unbalanced conduct 

and 
immature character.

Continuing the theme of compromise, 

Hosea pictures Israel 

as a man getting gray and not knowing it 


	4.
Like a man getting grey 

and not knowing it 

[седина  покрыла   его,  а  он  не  знает.]

[7:9-10]
Hosea 7:9-10

9* Aliens have devoured his strength, But he does not know it; Yes, gray hairs are here and there on him, Yet he does not know it.

 10* And the pride of Israel testifies to his face, But they do not return to the LORD their God, Nor seek Him for all this.

[9* Чужие пожирали силу его и он не замечал; седина  покрыла  его,  а  он  не  знает.

 10* И гордость Израиля унижена в глазах их и при всем том они не обратились к Господу Богу своему и не взыскали Его.]

By mixing with the nations and ignoring the Lord, 

the nation was secretly losing her strength, 

like someone getting older and weaker 

but in her pride 

refusing to admit it. 

This is the tragedy of undetected losses 

that quietly lead to ultimate failures. 

Samson made this mistake 

(Jud. 16:20) 

Jud. 16:20

20* And she said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” So he awoke from his sleep, and said, “I will go out as before, at other times, and shake myself free!” But he did not know that the LORD had departed from him.

[20* Она  сказала: Филистимляне   идут на  тебя, Самсон! Он   пробудился  от сна своего, и сказал: пойду, как и прежде, и освобожусь. 

А не знал, что Господь отступил от него.]

and so did the church in Laodicea [Лаодикийской    церкви]

(Rev. 3:17)

Rev. 3:17

17* “Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’ --and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—

[17* Ибо ты говоришь: `я богат, разбогатели   ни  в чем не имею нужды'; а   не знаешь, что ты несчастен, и жалок, и нищ, и слеп, и наг.]

Israel saw her political strategy failing, 

but the leaders still refused to turn to the Lord. 

"The pride of Israel” [И гордость   Израиля]

(Hosea 7:10; see 5:5)

Hosea 7:10

10* And the pride of Israel testifies to his face, But they do not return to the LORD their God, Nor seek Him for all this.

[10* И гордость Израиля унижена в глазах их и при всем том они не обратились  к  Господу  Богу  своему  и не  взыскали   Его.]

refers to Israel’s national glory 

which had greatly eroded 

since the days of David and Solomon. 

Selfish politicians and corrupt priests 

had brought the nation to ruin.

In their political policies, 

                      the Israelites were like a silly dove


	5.
Like a silly dove 

[как  глупый   голубь]
[7:11-12]

Hosea 7:11-12

11* “Ephraim also is like a silly dove, without sense--They call to Egypt, They go to Assyria.

 12* Wherever they go, I will spread My net on them; I will bring them down like birds of the air; I will chastise them According to what their congregation has heard.

[11* И стал Ефрем,  как   глупый   голубь,  без сердца: зовут Египтян, идут  в  Ассирию.

 12* Когда   они пойдут, Я закину на них сеть Мою; как птиц небесных низвергну   их; накажу   их, как слышало   собрание   их.]

First they turned to Egypt for help 

and then to Assyria, 

and both nations proved to be false allies                                             (5:13; 8:8-10; 12:1). 

If the leaders had listened to the prophets, 

they would have known 

that Assyria would one day invade the land                                                 (9:3; 10:5-6; 

Isa. 7:18-8:10). 

God warned that Israel’s 

“flying here and there” 

would come to an end 

when He caught them in His net  [Я закину на них сеть Мою;]

and gave them to the King of Assyria. 

God is in control of the nations, 

but His people would not obey Him.

According to the covenant God had with His people, 

the Jews could trade with the other nations; 

but they were not to enter into political alliances 

that would compromise their obedience to the Lord. 
“I see a people who live apart 

 and do not consider themselves 

one of the nations”                                                                                  (Num. 23:9, NIV). 

“You are to be holy to Me because I, the Lord, am holy, 

and I have set you apart from the nations to be My own”                 (Lev. 20:26, NIV). 

Solomon used his many wives to form alliances with other nations, 

and this was the beginning of the nation’s downfall                                 (1 Kings 11:lff).

The final image is that of a faulty bow [как   неверный   лук]


	6.
Like a faulty bow 

[7:13-16]

Hosea 7:13-16

13* “Woe to them, for they have fled from Me! Destruction to them, Because they have transgressed against Me! Though I redeemed them, Yet they have spoken lies against Me.

 14* They did not cry out to Me with their heart When they wailed upon their beds. “They assemble together for grain and new wine, They rebel against Me;

 15* Though I disciplined and strengthened their arms, Yet they devise evil against Me;

 16* They return, but not to the Most High; They are like a treacherous bow. Their princes shall fall by the sword For the cursings of their tongue. This shall be their derision in the land of Egypt.

[13* Горе им, что они удалились от Меня; гибель им, что они отпали от Меня!  Я спасал их, а они ложь говорили  на  Меня.

14* И не взывали ко Мне сердцем своим, когда вопили на ложах своих; собираются из-за хлеба и вина, а от Меня удаляются.

15* Я вразумлял   их и укреплял мышцы  их, а они умышляли злое против   Меня.

16* Они обращались, но не к Всевышнему,  стали--как   неверный лук; падут от меча князья их за дерзость языка своего; это будет посмеянием над ними в земле Египетской.]

because God couldn’t depend on Israel to be faithful. 

(This image is also used in Ps. 78:57.) 

Ps. 78:57

57* But turned back and acted unfaithfully like their fathers; They were turned aside like a deceitful bow.

[57* (77-57) отступали и изменяли, как отцы их, обращались назад, как неверный лук;]

God had called Israel and trained them, 

so they should have been able to "hit the target.” 

But they had strayed from the Lord, 

rebelled against Him, 

lied to Him (in their feigned repentance) 

and refused to call upon Him, 

so they could not win the battle.
As we review these images, 




we might take inventory of our own devotion to the Lord. 


How lasting is it? 

How deep is it? 

How strong is it? 

How serious is it? 

How dependable is it?


	Hosea 8:1-10:15
III.
Israel’s judgment determined 

III.  jce:ltybt   bphfbkz   j<mzdktyj
1.
The Assyrian invasion 

Ch. 8

3.
God pronounces the sentence

[Hosea 8:1-10:15].

For the second time, 

Hosea calls for the trumpet to be blown 

(8:1; 5:8).

Hosea 5:8

8* ¶ “Blow the ram’s horn in Gibeah, The trumpet in Ramah! Cry aloud at Beth Aven, ‘Look behind you, O Benjamin!’

[8* ¶ Вострубите рогом в Гиве, трубою в Раме; возглашайте в Беф-- Авене: `за тобою, Вениамин!']

Hosea 8:1

1* ¶ “Set the trumpet to your mouth! He shall come like an eagle against the house of the LORD, Because they have transgressed My covenant And rebelled against My law.

[1* ¶ Трубу к устам твоим! Как орел налетит на дом Господень за то, что они нарушили завет Мой и преступили закон Мой!]

According to Numbers 10 , 

the Jews used trumpets to announce special occasions, 

to sound alarms, 

to gather the people for assemblies, 

and 
to proclaim war. 

This call was a trumpet of alarm 

because 
the enemy was coming 

and 

God was giving His people opportunity to repent. 

Hosea again used a number of familiar images 

to show the people what God would do to them 

because of their sin.


	Hosea 8:1-6
1.
The  eagle 

[Как   орел]

[Hosea 8:1-6]

Hosea 8:1-6

1* ¶ “Set the trumpet to your mouth! He shall come like an eagle against the house of the LORD, Because they have transgressed My covenant And rebelled against My law.

 2* Israel will cry to Me, ‘My God, we know You!’

 3* Israel has rejected the good; The enemy will pursue him.

 4* “They set up kings, but not by Me; They made princes, but I did not acknowledge them. From their silver and gold They made idols for themselves--That they might be cut off.

5* Your calf is rejected, O Samaria! My anger is aroused against them--How long until they attain to innocence?

 6* For from Israel is even this: A workman made it, and it is not God; But the calf of Samaria shall be broken to pieces.

[1* ¶ Трубу к устам твоим! Как орел налетит на дом Господень за то, что они нарушили завет Мой и преступили закон Мой!

2* Ко Мне будут взывать: `Боже мой! мы познали Тебя, мы--Израиль'.

 3* Отверг  Израиль   доброе; враг будет  преследовать   его.

 4* Поставляли   царей   сами, без Меня; ставили  князей, но без Моего ведома; из серебра своего и золота своего  сделали для себя идолов: оттуда   гибель.

5* Оставил   тебя  телец твой, Самария! воспылал гнев Мой на них; доколе   не  могут  они  очиститься?

 6* Ибо и он--дело  Израиля:  художник сделал его, и потому  он  не бог; в куски  обратится   телец   Самарийский!]

"The house of the Lord” [на дом Господень]

refers to the nation of Israel, 

for the people were God’s dwelling-place 

(9:15; Ex. 15:17; Num. 12:7). 

The Assyrian eagle 

was about to swoop down and destroy God’s house 

[Как  орел  на летит   на  дом  Господень]

because the nation was given over to idolatry, 

and the leaders were not seeking God’s will in their decisions. 

They made kings and removed kings 

to satisfy their own desires, 

and they manufactured gods 

(especially the golden calves at Bethel and Dan) 

that could not help them . 



	2.
Sowing and Reaping 

[сеяли - пожнут]

[Hosea 8:7]

The concept of sowing [сеяли   ветер]  and reaping [и  пожнут   бурю]

as it relates to conduct 

is often used in Scripture 

(Job 4:8; Prov. 22:8; 

Jer. 12:13; Gal. 6:7-8), 

and Hosea used it twice 

(Hosea 8:7; 

10:12-13). 

In their idolatry and political alliances, 

the Israelites were trying to sow seeds 

that would produce a good harvest ; 

but they were only sowing the wind 

— vanity, nothing 

— and would reap the whirlwind. 

Nothing could stop the force of the Assyrian army. 

The harvest would be more powerful than the seed!

The sowing/reaping image continues 

with the picture of a blighted crop of grain. 

The rulers of Israel thought their wor​ship of Baal 

and their foreign alliances would produce a good crop 

of peace and prosperity; 

but when the time came for the harvest, 

there was nothing to reap. 

And even where heads of grain did appear, 

the enemy reaped the harvest 

and 
Israel gained nothing. 

In the image of the wind, Hosea said , 

“You will reap far more than you sowed, 

and it will be destructive!” 8:7
In the image of the grain, he said, 

“You will reap nothing at all, 

and your enemies will get the benefit of all the promises 

you made.”


	3.
Worthless  Pottery 

[как  негодный    сосуд.]
[Hosea 8:8]

Hosea 8:8

8* ¶ Israel is swallowed up ; Now they are among the Gentiles Like a vessel in which is no pleasure.

[8* ¶ Поглощён Израиль; теперь они будут   среди   народов, 

как   негодный    сосуд.]

There was no grain for Israel to swallow, 

but she herself would be “swallowed up” [Поглощён    Израиль]

by Assyria. 

She was a useless vessel 

“in which no one delights” [как   негодный    сосуд] (NASB). 

Their compromise had so cheapened them 

that Israel was of no value to the community of nations. 

Nobody feared them, 

nobody courted them, 

nobody wanted them.


	4.
A  stupid donkey 

[как   дикий   осел]

[Hosea 8:9a]

Hosea 8:9a

9* For they have gone up to Assyria, Like a wild donkey alone by itself; Ephraim has hired lovers.

[9* Они  пошли к Ассуру, как  дикий осел, одиноко бродящий; Ефрем приобретал     подарками  расположение     к   себе.]
Israel wanted to be a part of the alliances 

that were forming to fight Assyria, 

but she was actually very much alone. 

She was like a dumb animal 

that had lost its way in the wilderness. 

Israel had forsaken her God, 

and she had been forsaken by her allies, 

so she was abandoned to face a terrible future alone.


	Hosea 8:9b-10
5.
A  prostitute 

[Hosea 8:9b-10]

Hosea 8:9b-10

9*  ; Ephraim has hired lovers.

10* Yes, though they have hired among the nations, Now I will gather them; And they shall sorrow a little, Because of the burden of the king of princes.

[9*  ; Ефрем приобретал подарками расположение   к   себе.

 10* Хотя они и посылали дары к народам, но скоро Я соберу их, и они начнут страдать от бремени царя князей;]

In negotiating with the Gentile nations for protection, 

Ephraim (Israel) acted like a common prostitute 

selling herself for money. 

Israel’s kings paid tribute to the king of Assyria 

and also sent gifts to Egypt 

(12:1). 

Instead of being faithful to her Husband, Jehovah God, 

Israel prostituted herself to the Gentile nations 

— and lost everything. 

God promised to gather them together for judgment 

and they would 

“waste away” (NIV) [начнут страдать]

under the ruthless hand of the Assyrian king.


	8:11-9:9
2.
The nation scattered 

CH. 9
6.
Egyptian bondage 
Hosea mentions Egypt thirteen times in his book, 

and these references fall into three distinct categories: 

past 
            — the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt 

(2:15; 11:1; 12:9, 13; 13:4); 

present 
— Israel’s unholy alliances with Egypt 

(7:11, 16; 12:1;)

future 
— Egypt as a symbol of their impending 

   bondage to Assyria 

(8:13; 9:3, 6; 11:5, 11). 

Three times in this section, the prophet announces, 

"They shall go to Egypt” [они  возвратятся   в   Египет.]

(8:13; 9:3, 6); 

but 11:5 makes it clear 

that “Egypt” 

is a symbol for Assyrian bondage: 

“He shall not return to the land of Egypt; 

 but the Assyrian shall be his king” (NKJV).

[5* Не  возвратится    он  в   Египет,   но  Ассур

--он  будет   царем  его,  потому  что  он

и  не  захотели   обратиться   ко   Мне.]
The prophet sees a contrast 

between the past Exodus from the bondage of Egypt 

and the impending “exodus” into bondage to Assyria, 

the new “Egypt” 

When the Jews left Egypt, 

they had not yet received the law 

nor did they have the tabernacle and its system of sacrifices. 

But now the Jews had heard the law for centuries, 

and the temple had been standing since Solomon’s time. 

Yet the people ignored the law, 

and the priesthood became corrupt. 

The NIV catches the irony in 8:11, 

"Though Ephraim built many altars for sin offerings, 

these have become altars for sinning.”



[11* ибо много   жертвенников    настроил   Ефрем   для   греха, 

--ко  греху  послужили   ему   эти  жертвенники.]
Instead of trusting the Lord to protect her from Assyria , 

Israel fortified her towns 

and sought help from foreign nations, 

and from a spiritual point of view, this was like prostitution. 

                            (During the harvest season, 

prostitutes frequented the thresh​ing floors 

where the men slept to guard the grain.) 

The harvest season was a time of great joy 

(Isa. 9:3), 

but there would be no joy in Israel. 

And when the people ended up in a foreign land, 

everything would be unclean to them; 

but they were an unclean people anyway, 

so what difference would it make?


	9:10-10:10
7.
Agriculture 

[9:10-10:10]

God reviews the history of His relationship with the Jews. 

You don’t find grapes in the desert; 

[10* Как виноград в пустыне]

but if you did, it would thrill you. 

That’s how God felt when He called Israel. 

The early fruit of the fig tree is especially good, 

[как первую ягоду на смоковнице]
and Israel was special to the Lord. 

But this joyful experience didn’t last , 

for King Balak [Валак] gave Israel her first taste of Baal worship, 

and the nation indulged in idolatry and immorality 

with its neighbors 

(Num. 25).

God planted His people in a special land, 




but they polluted the land with their idols 

(Hosea 9:13). 

Hosea 9:13

13* Just as I saw Ephraim like Tyre, planted in a pleasant place, So Ephraim will bring out his children to the murderer.”

[13* Ефрем, как Я видел его до Тира, насажден на прекрасной местности; однако Ефрем выведет детей своих к убийце.]

The more prosperous they became, 




the more they turned away from God. 



Now they must suffer a bitter harvest for their sins, 




they and their chil​dren. 

The nation is blighted, having no roots and bearing no fruits. 

She was a “spreading vine” (10:1, NIV),

[Израиль--ветвистый     виноград, 

умножает    для   себя   плод] 

but now she is without fruit. 

These agricultural images remind us that we reap what we sow.

There’s an interesting agricultural image in 10:4, 

"Therefore lawsuits spring up like poisonous weeds in a plowed field” 

(NIV). 

[4* Говорят слова пустые, клянутся ложно, заключают союзы; за то явится суд над ними, как ядовитая трава на бороздах поля.]

People couldn’t trust one another 

and few were keeping their promises; 

therefore, they had to sue one another to get what they deserved. 

The multiplying of laws and lawsuits 

is one evi​dence that integrity and credibility 

are vanishing from society.

The final agricultural image is in verse 8 

the idolatrous shrines will become nothing 

but clumps of weeds, 

and the people will beg the Lord to destroy them quickly 

(v. 8; see Luke 23:30 

and Rev. 6:16).

[8* И истреблёны   будут   высоты   Авена, 

грех  Израиля;  терние и  волчцы  

вы  растут   на  жертвенника  их, 

и  скажут   они  горам: `покройте   нас',

 и  холмам: `падите  на  нас'.]
Twice in this passage, 

Hosea mentions “the days of Gibeah” [во  дни  Гивы]

(Hosea 9:9; 10:9). 

The reference is to the awful sins of the men of Gibeah 

and the tragic civil war that followed 

(Jud. 19-21). 

The men of Gibeah practiced unnatural lust [по'хоть - страсть]

and killed an innocent woman in a gang rape episode. 

The city would not punish the offenders, 

so the whole nation attacked Benjamin 

and almost destroyed the tribe. 

In Hosea's day, 

all the ten tribes of Israel 

were practicing these abominable things, 

but God would judge them 

and they would reap what they had sown.



	The chapter closes 

(Hosea 10:11-15) 

Hosea 10:11-15

11* Ephraim is a trained heifer That loves to thresh grain; But I harnessed her fair neck, I will make Ephraim pull a plow. Judah shall plow; Jacob shall break his clods.”

 12* Sow for yourselves righteousness; Reap in mercy; Break up your fallow ground, For it is time to seek the LORD, Till He comes and rains righteousness on you.

 13* You have plowed wickedness; You have reaped iniquity. You have eaten the fruit of lies, Because you trusted in your own way, In the multitude of your mighty men.

 14* Therefore tumult shall arise among your people, And all your fortresses shall be plundered As Shalman plundered Beth Arbel in the day of battle--A mother dashed in pieces upon her children.

 15* Thus it shall be done to you, O Bethel, Because of your great wickedness. At dawn the king of Israel Shall be cut off utterly.

[11* Ефрем--обученная телица, привычная к молотьбе, и Я Сам возложу ярмо на тучную шею его; на Ефреме будут верхом ездить, Иуда будет пахать, Иаков будет боронить.

 12* Сейте себе в правду, и пожнете милость; распахивайте у себя новину, ибо время взыскать Господа, чтобы Он, когда придет, дождем пролил на вас правду.

 13* Вы возделывали нечестие, пожинаете беззаконие, едите плод лжи, потому что ты надеялся на путь твой, на множество ратников твоих.

14* И произойдет смятение в народе твоем, и все твердыни твои будут разрушены, как Салман разрушил Бет-Арбел в день брани: мать была убита с детьми.

15* Вот что причинит вам Вефиль за крайнее нечестие ваше.]

by comparing Israel to a young heifer [обученная   телица]

that enjoys treading out the grain 

because she can eat and work at the same time. 

But then she is yoked to another beast 

and forced to do the hard work of plowing. 

Israel’s “salad days” were over 

and she would feel the Assyrian yoke.

In verse 12, the prophet gives one more appeal to the nation to repent 

and seek the Lord. 

“Fallow ground” [распахивайте   у   себя   новину] 

is land that has lain idle 

and become hard and full of weeds. 

This appeal sounds like the preaching of John the Baptist 

“Repentl Bear fruits worthy of repentance!” 

[8* сотворите    же   достойный   плод покаяния]

(Matt 3:1-12) 

The plow of conviction must first break up hard hearts 

before the seed of the Word can be planted 

and the gracious rain be sent from heav​en.

The nation did not repent, and judgment fell. 

In 722 B.C., the Assyrian army invaded the land, 

and the ten tribes as a nation vanished from the pages of history.

“Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people” 

(Prov. 14:34, NIV).

[34* ¶ Праведность   возвышает   народ, 

а  беззаконие--бесчестие      народов.]

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” 

(Ps. 33:12, NKJV).

[12* ¶ (32-12) Блажен   народ,  у которого  Господь    есть   Бог, 

--племя,  которое  Он  избрал в  наследие   Себе.]


	HOSEA 11-14

Love  So  Amazing

How could Hosea’s unfaithful wife Gomer ever question her husband’s love? 

Didn’t he demonstrate it by seeking her out, 

pleading with her to come home, 

and paying the price to set her free?

How could Israel ever question God’s love 

and refuse to respond to it? 

After all, the nation had not only broken the law of God ; 

they had broken the heart of God. 

In the closing chapters of his book, 

Hosea reminded them of God’s compassion for His people, 

and he did it by presenting 

three clear evi​dences of God’s love.


	IV.
Israel’s  restoration  declared 

IV.   djphj:ltybt   bphfbkz   j<tofyb?  
Hosea 11-14
1.
God’s past mercies
11:1-12

At least fourteen times in the Book of Deuteronomy, 

Moses uses the word remember. 

Deuteronomy is Moses’ farewell address 

to the new generation of Israelites 

as they were preparing to enter the Promised land. 

But why would Moses ask these young people to look back 

when they were getting ready to move forward? 

Because a correct understanding of God’s dealings in the past 

is the best way to be certain of success in the future. 

Philosopher George Santayana expressed this truth succinctly: 

“Those who do not remember the past are condemned to relive it.”

1.
God's love demonstrated at the Exodus









[Hosea 11:1-2]
God sent Joseph ahead into Egypt to prepare the way for Jacob and his sons. 

What Joseph’s brothers did to their brother was meant for evil, 

but God used it for good 

(Gen. 50:20). 

Because of Joseph , 

the people of Israel were kept alive during the severe famine 

and were able to multiply in the ensuing years. 

From this humble beginning, 

God formed a nation; 

Moses led that nation out of Egypt in great power and triumph 

(Ex. 12-15).

Hosea pictures the God of the Exodus as a tender father 

who freed his son from bondage. 

The emphasis here is not on Israel, 

the unfaithful wife, 

but on Israel, 

the ungrateful son. 

(For God as “Father” and Israel as a “son,” 

see Ex. 4:22-23; 

Isa. 1:2-4; 

and Deut. 32:6.) 

After all God did for His son, 

he still refused to return His love 

or 
obey His will.


	Hosea 11:3-4
2. 
God's love demonstrated in the wilderness










[Hosea 11:3-4]
Hosea 11:3-4

3* “I taught Ephraim to walk, Taking them by their arms; But they did not know that I healed them.

 4* I drew them with gentle cords, With bands of love, And I was to them as those who take the yoke from their neck. I stooped and fed them.

[3* Я Сам приучал Ефрема ходить, носил его на руках Своих, а они не сознавали, что Я врачевал их.

 4* Узами человеческими влек Я их, узами любви, и был для них как бы поднимающий ярмо с челюстей их, и ласково подкладывал пищу им.]

The loving Father not only carried His son out of bondage, 

but 
He taught him to walk 

and 
tenderly cared for him during the wilderness journey. 

When a child stumbles and gets bruised, 

mother and father are there to give healing and encouragment, 

and that’s what God did for His people. 

He taught them, 

healed them, 

and led them; 

He was careful to lead them 

as you would a child 

and not 
as you would an animal. 

He bound Himself to them 

with cords of love, [узами любви]

not 
with bit and bridle 

(Ps. 32:8-9)

Ps. 32:8-9

8* I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide you with My eye.

 9* Do not be like the horse or like the mule, Which have no understanding, Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, Else they will not come near you.

[8* (31-8) `Вразумлю тебя, наставлю тебя на путь, по которому тебе идти; буду руководить тебя, око Мое над тобою'.

 9* (31-9) `Не будьте как конь, как лошак несмысленный, которых челюсти нужно обуздывать уздою и удилами, чтобы они покорялись тебе'.]

or a galling yoke.

Read Hosea 11:14 again, 

but instead of noting what God did for Israel , 

notice how Israel treated God. 

Hosea 11:14

14* Therefore tumult shall arise among your people, And all your fortresses shall be plundered As Shalman plundered Beth Arbel in the day of battle--A mother dashed in pieces upon her children.

[14* И произойдет смятение в народе твоем, и все твердыни твои будут разрушены, как Салман разрушил Бет-Арбел в день брани: мать  была  убита   с  детьми.]

Like spoiled children, 

they rebelled against their Father 

and turned to idols. 

God spoke to them through His prophets, 


but 
the more God called to Israel, 

the more they strayed from Him! 

They were happy to enjoy His gifts, 

but 
they didn’t want to obey the Giver. 

He sought to lead them with ties of love, 

but they said, 

“let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us” (Ps. 2:3, KJV).

[3* `Расторгнем    узы  их, и  свергнем   с  себя  оковы  их'.]

Throughout history, whether Jewish or Gentile, 

human nature is pretty much the same ; 

and all of us are prone to do what Israel did : 

enjoy God’s blessings 

but 
take God for grant​ed. 

“My people are determined to turn from Me”

 (Hosea 11:7, NIV). 

[7* Народ  Мой  закоснел   в  отпадении   от  Меня]
“Alas, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a brood of evildoers, children who are corrupters!” 

(Isa. 1:4, NKJV) 

[4* Увы, народ грешный, народ обремененный беззакониями, племя злодеев, сыны    погибельные!]
God set them free 

and guided them to their inheritance ; 

but 
within one generation after the death of Joshua , 

the nation turned to idolatry 

and 
forsook the lord 

(Jud. 2:7ff).


	3.
God's love demonstrated by his long-suffering







     

[Hosea 11:5-7]

Hosea 11:5-7

5* “He shall not return to the land of Egypt; But the Assyrian shall be his king, Because they refused to repent.

 6* And the sword shall slash in his cities, Devour his districts, And consume them, Because of their own counsels.

 7* My people are bent on backsliding from Me. Though they call to the Most High, None at all exalt Him.

[5* Не возвратится он в Египет, но Ассур--он будет царем его, потому что они не захотели обратиться ко Мне.

 6* И падет меч на города его, и истребит затворы его, и пожрет их за умыслы их.

7* Народ Мой закоснел в отпадении от Меня, и хотя призывают его к горнему, он не возвышается единодушно.]

On more than one occasion, 

God could have destroyed the nation 

and 
started over again 

(Ex. 32:10), 

but 
He chose to be long-suffering. 

When the journey became difficult, 

the Jews wanted to go back to Egypt; 

they complained 

when they should have been praying 

and giving thanks for God’s mer​cies.

We have already seen that some of the references to Egypt in this book 

refer to the “new bondage” in Assyria 

(Hosea 11:5). 

Israel refused to repent , 

so the nation had to go into captivity. 

They made plans without consulting God, 

so their defenses would fall before the invaders. 

The only time they called on God 

was 

when they were in trouble, 

and 

God gra​ciously helped them; 

but now 
the end had come.


	Hosea 11:8-9
4.
God's love demonstrated by his faithfulness 

to his promises










[Hosea 11:8-9]

Hosea 11:8-9

8* ¶ “How can I give you up, Ephraim? How can I hand you over, Israel? 

How can I make you like Admah? 

How can I set you like Zeboiim? 

My heart churns within Me ; 

My sympathy is stirred.

'9* I will not execute the fierceness of My anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim. For I am God, 

and not man, 

The Holy One in your midst; 

And I will not come with terror

8* ¶ Как поступлю   с тобою, Ефрем? Как   предам   тебя,  Израиль? 

Поступлю ли   с тобою, как  с  Адамою, 

сделаю ли тебе, что  Севоиму?  Повернулось во Мне сердце Мое, возгорелась    вся  жалость  Моя!
9* Не   сделаю   по  ярости  гнева Моего, 

не   истреблю  Ефрема, ибо Я Бог,

 а  не   человек; 

среди тебя   Святый;  

Я не   войду   в  город.

What a revelation we have in 11:8 of the com​passionate heart of God! 

According to Jewish law, 

a rebellious son was supposed to be turned over to the elders of the city 

and stoned to death 

(Deut. 21:18-21), 

but how could God do this to His beloved son, Israel? 

(Centuries later, His innocent, only-begotten Son 

would suffer for the sins of the whole world.) 

God destroyed the cities of the plain 

because of their sins 

(Gen. 18:16-19:29), 

and those people didn’t have the same privileges of learning about God 

that Israel had. 

What right did Israel have to expect God to spare them , 

especially since they were sinning against a flood of light ?

What motivated God to spare Israel from total destruction ? 

Not only His deep compassion, 

but also His faithfulness to His covenant 

“For I am God, and not man” [ибо  Я  Бог,  а  не   человек]

(Hosea 11:9, KJV). 

                        “God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man that He should repent. Has He      

said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?” 

(Num. 23:19)

[19* Бог  не  человек, чтоб  Ему  лгать,  и  не  сын человеческий,  

чтоб  Ему изменяться.  Он  ли  скажет  и  не  сделает? 

Будет  говорить  и  не  исполнит?]
God’s covenant with Abraham 

(Gen. 12:1-3) 

is unconditional and will not change; 

therefore , 
the nation of Israel is preserved. 

But His covenant with Israel at Sinai 

had conditions attached , 

and 
if the people failed to meet those conditions, 

God was oblig​ated to withdraw His blessings. 

Israel’s possession of the land and its blessings 

is based on the Abrahamic Covenant, 

but 
their enjoyment of the land and its blessings 

is based on the Mosaic Covenant. 

God was faithful to both covenants: 

He preserved the nation, 

but 
He disciplined them for their sins.


	Hosea 11:10-12
5.
God's love demonstrated by the hope 

of  future restoration









[Hosea 11:10-12]

Hosea 11:10-12

10* “They shall walk after the LORD. He will roar like a lion. When He roars, Then His sons shall come trembling from the west;

 11* They shall come trembling like a bird from Egypt, Like a dove from the land of Assyria. And I will let them dwell in their houses,” Says the LORD.

 12* “Ephraim has encircled Me with lies, And the house of Israel with deceit; But Judah still walks with God, Even with the Holy One who is faithful.

[10* Вслед Господа пойдут они; как лев, Он даст глас Свой, даст глас Свой, и встрепенутся   к  Нему  сыны  с запада,

 11* встрепенутся   из Египта, как птицы, и из земли Ассирийской, как голуби, и вселю их в домы их, говорит Господь.

12* Окружил Меня Ефрем ложью и дом Израилев лукавством; Иуда держался еще  Бога  и  верен  был  со  святыми.]

Often in Scripture you will find 

a declaration of judgment 

immediately followed 
by a promise of hope, 

and that’s the case here. 

Hosea looks ahead to the end times 

when Israel will be gathered together from all the nations , 

brought to their own land, 

cleansed of their sins, 

and 
established in their kingdom. 

In the past, God roared like a lion when He judged the nation 

(5:14; 13:7) ; 

but in the future, 

His “roar” will call His people to come back to their land. 

[как   лев,  Он  даст  глас  Свой,]

Like birds turned loose from their cages, 

the people of Israel will swiftly fly to their own land, 

[11* встрепенутся   из Египта, как птицы]

and God will “settle them in their homes” 

[и вселю  их  в  домы  их]

(11:11, NIV).

Meanwhile, God is long-suffering with His people, 

as He is with all sinners 

(2 Peter 3:9), 

even though they lie to Him 

and 
rebel against Him 

(Hosea 11:12). 

What Jesus said to Jerusalem in His day , 

God was saying through Hosea to the people of that day: 

“How often I wanted to gather your chil​dren together, 

as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,

but you were not willing!” 

(Matt. 23:37, NKJV)

[сколько   раз  хотел  Я  собрать   детей   твоих, 

 как   птица   собирает   птенцов   своих   под  крылья,  

 и вы  не  захотели!]
God’s mercies in the past certainly proved His love, 

but Hosea 
offered a second evidence 

that God loved His people.


	12:12-13:6
2.
God’s  present  disciplines 

12:12-13:6
“For whom the lord loves He chastens, 

 and scourges every son whom He receives” 

[6*     Ибо Господь, кого любит, того наказывает; 

           бьет же всякого сына, которого принимает.] 
(Heb. 12:6 ; 

Prov. 3:11-12). 

Chastening isn’t a judge inflicting punishment on a criminal 

in order to uphold the law. 

Rather, chastening is a loving parent disciplin​ing his or her child 

in order to perfect his character 

and build his endurance.

Punishment has to do with law, 

which is important, 

but chastening has to do with love, 

which is also important,


	Hosea 12:1
1.
The need for discipline







[Hosea 12:1]

Hosea 12:1

1* ¶ “Ephraim feeds on the wind, And pursues the east wind; He daily increases lies and desolation. Also they make a covenant with the Assyrians, And oil is carried to Egypt.

[1* ¶ Ефрем пасёт ветер и гоняется за восточным ветром, каждый день умножает ложь и разорение; заключают они союз с Ассуром, и в Египет отвозится елей.]

The Jewish people were living for vanity 

— “the wind” [ветер]

— and receiving no nour​ishment. 

The word translated “feed” [пасёт]

means “to graze” ; 

but 
whoever saw hungry sheep ignoring the green grass 

and 
chewing on the wind? 

The very idea is ridiculous, 

but that’s the way God’s people were living.

Israel was committing two sins. 

First , they were worshiping idols 

which are nothing, even less than nothing, 

and turning 
from the true God to live on empty substitutes. 

They were feeding on the wind. 

Second , they were depending for protec​tion on treaties 

with Egypt and Assyria 

instead of trusting their great God. 

This too was emptiness 

and 
chasing after the wind, 

and 
God had to discipline Israel 

to bring them back to Himself 

and His Word.


	Hosea 12:2-6, 12
2. 
The example of discipline







[Hosea 12:2-6, 12]
Hosea 12:2-6, 12

2* “The LORD also brings a charge against Judah, And will punish Jacob according to his ways; According to his deeds He will recompense him.

 3* He took his brother by the heel in the womb, And in his strength he struggled with God.

 4* Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed; He wept, and sought favor from Him. He found Him in Bethel, And there He spoke to us--

5* That is, the LORD God of hosts. The LORD is His memorable name.

 6* So you, by the help of your God, return; Observe mercy and justice, And wait on your God continually.
12* Jacob fled to the country of Syria; Israel served for a spouse, And for a wife he tended sheep.

[2* Но и с Иудою у Господа суд и Он посетит Иакова по путям его, воздаст ему по делам его.

3* Еще во чреве матери запинал он брата своего, а возмужав боролся с Богом.

 4* Он боролся с   Ангелом--и превозмог; плакал и умолял Его; в Вефиле   Он нашел  нас и там  говорил   с  нами.

 5* А Господь  есть  Бог  Саваоф;  Сущий (Иегова) --имя  Его.

 6* Обратись и ты к Богу твоему; наблюдай милость и суд и уповай на Бога   твоего   всегда.

12* Убежал   Иаков на   поля  Сирийские,  и  служил   Израиль за жену, и  за  жену  стерег  овец.]

Abraham is the father of the Jewish nation 

(Matt. 3:9),

but it was Jacob who built the twelve tribes of Israel 

(Gen. 46:8-27).
 

Hosea used the name “Jacob” 

for the nation 

because Jacob is an illustration of God’s loving discipline. 

Hosea cited several key events in Jacob’s life.

“Jacob”  struggled with his brother even before he and Esau were born 

(Gen. 25:20-23),

and at birth, 

Jacob tried to trip up his brother Esau 

even as they were coming from the womb 

(vv. 24-26). 

The name “Jacob” 

means 

“he grasps the heel,” [матери   запинал   он  брата  своего,

22* Сыновья в  утробе её стали биться]

which is another way of saying, 

“He’s a deceiver, a trickster. “

During much of his life, 

“Jacob”  struggled 

with himself, 

                                                             with others,     and

with the lord, 

and until he surrendered to God at Jabbok , [Иавок]

he never really walked by faith. 

God had to discipline him to bring him to that place of surrender.

In obedience to God’s command, 

Jacob left Shechem [Сихем] and went to Bethel [в  Вефиль]

(Gen. 35), 

for it was at Bethel 

that he had first met the Lord years before 

(28:10-22). 

There God had revealed Himself 

and given Jacob promises for himself and his descen​dants, 

and there Jacob had made solemn vows to the lord. 

Actually, the return to Bethel [в  Вефиль]

was a new spiritual beginning for his whole family ; 

for Jacob commanded them to abandon their foreign gods 

and worship Jehovah alone. 

It does a family good to experience this kind of dedication. 

Alexander Whyte said that the victorious Christian life 

is a series of new beginnings, 

and 
he was right.

But the Bethel [в  Вефиль]   experience also included some pain, 

for it was on that journey 

that Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel died in giving birth to Benjamin 

(Genesis 35:16-22). 

She called the boy Ben​-Oni, 

[Бенони. Но отец его назвал его Вениамином.]

which means “son of my sorrow”; 

but by faith, Jacob renamed him Benjamin, 

“son of my right hand."

The divine title “lord God of hosts [armies]” 

[А Господь  есть  Бог  Саваоф]
(Hosea 12:5) 

reminds us of Jacob’s experience at Mahanaim [Маханаим]

when he was about to meet his brother Esau                                                       (Gen. 32). 

Mahanaim means “the two camps,” 

for “Jacob” saw an army of angels watching over his camp. 

He was afraid of Esau 

and tried to appease him with gifts 

instead of trusting the lord to deliver him. 

After all, didn’t God promise to care for Jacob 

and bring him safely back to Bethel ? [в  Вефиль]

It was there that the angel of God wrestled with Jacob and “broke” him.

“Jacob's” experiences getting a wife and raising a family 

are examples of God’s loving discipline 

(Gen. 29-3O). 

In order to get the family blessing, 

“Jacob”   had schemed and lied to his father Isaac, 

but now Laban would scheme and lie to “Jacob”   

in order to marry off two daughters in one week! 

Trying to please two wives, 

only one of whom he really loved, 

and trying to raise a large family, 

brought many burdens to Jacob, 

but he persisted, 

and God blessed him and made him a wealthy man. 

However, during those difficult years, 

“Jacob” suffered much 

(31:36-42), 

yet the lord was working out His purposes.


	Hosea 12:7-13:6
3. 
The reasons for discipline







[Hosea 12:7-13:6]
Now Hosea names some of the sins 

   that His people had committed. 

Some of these he has dealt with before, 

so there’s no need to discuss them in detail.

1.
Dishonesty  in  business 

[Hosea 12:7]

Hosea 12:7

7* ¶ “A cunning Canaanite! Deceitful scales are in his hand; He loves to oppress.

[7* ¶ Хананеянин   с  неверными   весами в руке   любит   обижать;]

defrauding people so as to make more money. 

Their prosperity led to pride 

(v. 8),

Hosea 12:8

8* And Ephraim said, ‘Surely I have become rich, I have found wealth for myself; In all my labors They shall find in me no iniquity that is sin.’

[8* и Ефрем говорит: `однако я разбогател; накопил    себе  и  мущества, хотя во всех моих трудах не найдут  ничего незаконного, что было бы  грехом'.]

the kind of self-sufficiency that says, 

“We don’t need God” [и ни в чем не имею нужды'] 

(see Rev. 3:17). 

But the lord warned that He would hum​ble them. 

Instead of enjoying their houses, 

they would live in tents as they did during their wilderness journeys. when the Assyrians were through with Israel, 

the Jews would be grateful even for the booths 

they lived in for a week during the Feast of Tabernacles.

The prophets God sent had warned the people , 

but the people wouldn’t listen 

(Hosea 12:10).

Hosea 12:10

10* I have also spoken by the prophets, And have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets.”

[10* Я  говорил  к  пророкам,  и  умножал видения, и чрез пророков употреблял    притчи.]


	2.
Practiced idolatry 

[12:11-14]
They turned from the Word of the living God 

and practiced idolatry 

(vv. 11-14). 

This provoked God to anger, 

and the way they shed innocent blood 

provoked Him even more. 

(On Gilead’s wickedness, see 6:8-9.)

Hosea singled out 




	3.
Arrogant attitude of the tribe of ehpraim 

[13:1-3]
Hosea 13:1-3

1* ¶ When Ephraim spoke, trembling, He exalted himself in Israel; But when he offended through Baal worship, he died.

 2* Now they sin more and more, And have made for themselves molded images, Idols of their silver, according to their skill; All of it is the work of craftsmen. They say of them, “Let the men who sacrifice kiss the calves!”

 3* Therefore they shall be like the morning cloud And like the early dew that passes away, Like chaff blown off from a threshing floor And like smoke from a chimney.

[1* ¶ Когда Ефрем говорил, все трепетали. Он  был  высок  в Израиле; но сделался  виновным  через  Ваала,  и погиб.

 2* И ныне прибавили они ко греху: сделали   для  себя  литых  истуканов  из   серебра своего,  по понятию своему,  -- по лная  работа   художников, --и говорят они приносящим  жертву  людям: `целуйте тельцов!'

 3* За то они будут   как утренний туман, как роса,   скоро исчезающая, как мякина, свеваемая с гумна, и как дым  из  трубы.]

The name “Ephraim” [Ефрем] 

is found thirty-seven times in Hosea’s prophecy. 

Sometimes “Ephraim” 

is a syn​onym for the whole Northern Kingdom , 

but here the prophet was addressing the tribe of Ephraim 

in particular. 

Ephraim and Manasseh [Манассия] were the sons of Joseph 

whom Jacob “adopted” 

and 
whose birth order he reversed 

(Gen. 48). 

Manasseh was the firstborn, 

but Jacob gave that honor to Ephraim.

The people of Ephraim felt they were an important tribe 

that deserved to be listened to and obeyed. 

After all , Joshua came from Ephraim 

(Num. 13:8) 

and so did the first king of the Northern Kingdom, 

Jeroboam I [Иеровоам]

(1 Kings 11:26). 

The tabernacle of testimony was pitched in Shiloh 

which was in Ephraim 

(Josh. 18:1). 

In their arrogance, 

the tribe of Ephraim created problems for both 

Gideon 

(Jud. 7:24-25; 8:1-3) 

and Jephthah 

(12:1-6). 

After the death of King Saul, 

the Ephraimites refused to submit to David’s rule 

(2 Sam. 2:8-11); 

in fact, they had a strong prejudice against the tribe of Judah, 

the ruling tribe 

(19:40-43). 

When the Northern Kingdom was established, 

so powerful were the Ephraimites 

that the king​dom was even called by their name.

But Ephraim abandoned Jehovah for Baal, 

and that brought spiritual death. 

They gladly participated in Jeroboam’s [Иеровоам]   man-​made religion 

by sacrificing to the golden calves 

— even offer​ing human sacrifices 

— and kissing the calves in worship. 

But idols are nothing, 

and those who worship them become like them 

— nothing 

(Ps. 115:8). 

Hosea compared the people to the “nothings” 

with which they were familiar: 

morning dew that the sun burns away; 

chaff that the wind blows away; 

smoke that disappears out the window and is seen no more.

One more sin that Hosea condemned 


	4.
the nation's ingratitude 

[13:4-6]

Hosea 13:4-6
4* “Yet I am the LORD your God Ever since the land of Egypt, And you shall know no God but Me; For there is no Savior besides Me.

 5* ¶ I knew you in the wilderness, In the land of great drought.

 6* When they had pasture, they were filled; They were filled and their heart was exalted; Therefore they forgot Me.

[4* Но Я--Господь Бог твой от земли Египетской, --и ты не должен знать другого бога, кроме Меня, и нет спасителя, кроме   Меня.

 5* ¶ Я признал   тебя в пустыне, в земле   жаждущей.

 6* Имея пажити, они  были сыты; а когда   насыщались,    то превозносилось  сердце их, и потому они  забывали   Меня.]

It was the same old story: 

the Jews were glad for what God had done for their forefathers 

— the Exodus, God’s provision and guidance in the wilderness, 

    the abundant wealth in the Promised land 

— but they didn’t real​ly show Him sincere appreciation. 

In their trials, they turned to God for help ; 

but in their prosperity, 

they became proud 

and turned away from God to idols. 

Moses had warned them about this sin, 

but they committed it just the same 

(Deut 8:10-2O).

The name “Ephraim” [Ефрем] means “fruitful,” 

and this was a very fruitful tribe. 

Through Jacob, God had promised abundant blessings to Joseph 

and his sons 

(Gen. 48; 49:22-26), 

and that promise was fulfilled. 

It's too bad the people didn’t use what God gave them for God’s glory.


	13:7-16

1.
The need for discipline





[Hosea 12:1]
2. 
The example of discipline




[Hosea 12:2-6, 12]
3. 
The reasons for discipline




[Hosea 12:7-13:6]



	4.
the kinds of discipline 

[13:7-16]
Once again, Hosea uses a number of similes and metaphors 

to describe the trials that God was sending on His disobedient people. 

Like a ferocious beast , [полевые    звери]

He would suddenly attack them [будут   терзать   их.]

(vv. 7-8; see 5:14), 

Hosea 13:7-8

7* “So I will be to them like a lion; Like a leopard by the road I will lurk;

8* I will meet them like a bear deprived of her cubs; I will tear open their rib cage, And there I will devour them like a lion. The wild beast shall tear them.

[7* И Я  буду  для них как лев, как скимен  буду  подстерегать   при  дороге.

 8* Буду нападать на них, как лишенная детей медведица, и раздирать вместилище  сердца их, и поедать их там, как львица; полевые звери будут терзать   их.]

a reference to the invasion of the Assyrian army. 

The rulers of Israel would be 

weak, temporary, and ineffective 

(13:9-11; see 8:4).

Hosea 13:9-12
 9* ¶ “O Israel, you are destroyed, But your help is from Me.

 10* I will be your King; Where is any other, That he may save you in all your cities? And your judges to whom you said, ‘Give me a king and princes’?

11* I gave you a king in My anger, And took him away in My wrath.

12* “The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; His sin is stored up.

[9* ¶ Погубил ты себя, Израиль, ибо только  во  Мне  опора  твоя.

 10* Где царь твой теперь? Пусть он спасет   тебя  во  всех городах  твоих! Где  судьи  твои, о которых говорил   ты: `дай  нам  царя  и  начальников'?

 11* И Я дал  тебе  царя  во  гневе  Моем, и  отнял в  негодовании    Моем.

12* Связано  в узел беззаконие Ефрема,  сбережен  его  грех.]

Now the time had come for the nation to have no king 

(3:4), 

a situation that would last for centuries.

The woman in travail is used often in Scripture 

to picture extreme pain and sorrow 

(13:13; 

Isa. 13:8; 

Jer. 4:31; 

Matt, 24:8), 

Hosea 13:13
13* The sorrows of a woman in childbirth shall come upon him. He is an unwise son, For he should not stay long where children are born.

[13* Муки родильницы  постигнут  его; он--сын  неразумный,  и наче не стоял бы долго в положении рождающихся детей.]

but Hosea adds a new twist, 

Hosea sees the woman too weak to deliver the child 

and the baby too stupid to come out of the womb! 

All the travail was wasted .

The invasion of the Assyrians will be like 

a hot, dry wind from the desert 

that will smother the people 

and dry up the watercourses. 

All the nation’s treasures will be plundered, 

and their greatest treasure, their children, 

will be slain merciless​ly. 

Why? 

Because the nation would not return to God.

Hosea 13:14-16

Hosea 13:14-16
14* “I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. O Death, I will be your plagues! O Grave, I will be your destruction! Pity is hidden from My eyes.

 15* Though he is fruitful among his brethren, An east wind shall come; The wind of the LORD shall come up from the wilderness. Then his spring shall become dry, And his fountain shall be dried up. He shall plunder the treasury of every desirable prize.

 16* Samaria is held guilty, For she has rebelled against her God. They shall fall by the sword, Their infants shall be dashed in pieces, And their women with child ripped open.

[14* От власти ада Я искуплю их, от смерти избавлю их. Смерть! где твое жало? ад! где твоя победа? Раскаяния   в том  не  будет  у  Меня.
15* Хотя Ефрем плодовит между братьями, но  придет  восточный    ветер, поднимется   ветер   Господень из пустыни, и иссохнет родник его, и иссякнет источник его; он опустошит сокровищницу всех драгоценных сосудов.

 16* (14-1) Опустошена   будет Самария, потому что восстала против Бога своего; от меча падут они; младенцы их будут разбиты, и беременные   их   будут   рассечены.]

Paul quotes Hosea 13:14 in 1 Corinthians 15:55 

to guarantee the victory of Jesus Christ over death 

and the grave because of His resurrection, 

but Hosea’s words in this context may have a different meaning.

The next statement (“I will have no compassion”) [Раскаяния в том не будет у Меня.]

Hosea 13:14
supports our interpretation 

that Hosea 13:14 refers to judgment 

and not victory over the enemy. 

This doesn’t suggest that God no longer loved His people, 

because God’s love for His people is the major theme of this book. 

But the time had come for God to discipline the nation, 

for they had rejected every other man​ifestation of His love. 

“For I will not relent!” is the way The Living Bible states it.

God revealed His love to Israel in His past mercies 

and now in His present disciplines. 

Hosea closes his book with a third evidence of God’s love.

14:1-9


	3.
God’s future promises 

14:1-9
Though His people may turn away from Him, 

God will not abandon them, 

even though He disciplines them, 

for He is true to His covenant and His promises. 

“If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself” (2 Tim. 2:13, NlV).

[13* если мы неверны, Он пребывает верен, 

        ибо Себя отречься не может.]
1. 
God pleads with His people 

[Hosea 14:1]

Hosea 14:1

1* ¶ O Israel, return to the LORD your God, For you have stumbled because of your iniquity;

[1* ¶ (14-2) Обратись, Израиль, к Господу Богу твоему; ибо ты упал от нечестия твоего.]

God pleads with His people to return to Him 

and forsake the sins 

that were causing their downfall 

(Hosea 14:1). 

He had already told them to plow up their hard hearts 

and seek the lord 

(10:12)

and to turn to God for mercy 

(12:6), 

but now He talks to them like little children 

and tells them just what to do. 

The Lord gives them promises 

to encourage them to repent


	2.
God will receive us 

[14:2-3]

Hosea 14:2-3

2* Take words with you, And return to the LORD. Say to Him, “Take away all iniquity; Receive us graciously, For we will offer the sacrifices of our lips.

 3* Assyria shall not save us, We will not ride on horses, Nor will we say anymore to the work of our hands, ‘You are our gods.’ For in You the fatherless finds mercy.”

[2* (14-3) Возьмите с собою молитвенные слова и обратитесь к Господу; говорите Ему: `отними всякое беззаконие и прими во благо, и мы принесем жертву уст наших.

 3* (14-4) Ассур не будет уже спасать нас; не станем садиться на коня и не будем более говорить изделию рук наших: боги наши; потому что у Тебя милосердие    для   сирот'.]

God had every reason to reject His sinful people, 

but He chose to offer them forgiveness. 

Instead of bringing sacrifices, 

they needed to bring sin​cere words of repentance 

and ask God for His gracious for​giveness. 

“For You do not desire sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart — these, 0 God, You will not despise” 

(Ps. 51:16-17, NKJV).

[16* (50-18) ибо жертвы Ты не желаешь, --я дал бы ее; к 

всесожжению не благоволишь.

 17* (50-19) Жертва Богу--дух сокрушенный; сердца сокрушенного и 

                  смиренного Ты не презришь, Боже.]


	3.
God will restore us 

[14:4]

Hosea 14:4

4* ¶ “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, For My anger has turned away from him.

[4* ¶ (14-5) Уврачую отпадение их, возлюблю  их по благоволению; ибо гнев  Мой  отвратился     от них.]

God restores the penitent to Spiritual health and heals their backsliding 

(Jer. 14:7). 

When a person collapses with sickness, 

it’s usually the result of a process 

that’s been working in the body for weeks or months. 

First an infection gets into the system and begins to grow. 

The person experiences weariness 

and 

loss of appetite, 

then 

weak​ness, 

and then 
the collapse occurs. 

When sin gets into the inner person and isn’t dealt with, 

it acts like an insidious infec​tion : 

it grows quietly ; 

it brings loss of spiritual appetite ; 

it creates weariness and weakness ; 

then comes the collapse.

For example, 

when Peter denied his lord three times , 

that sin didn’t suddenly appear ; 

it was the result of gradual spiritu​al deterioration. 

The denial began with Peter’s pride , 

when 
Peter told the Lord he would never forsake Him 

and 

would even die for Him. 

The next stage was sleeping 

when he should have been praying, 

and then fighting 

when he should have put away his sword. 

Peter should have left the scene 

(“I will smite the shepherd, 

   and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered abroad” 

[Matt 26:31; Zech. 13:7]); 

[ибо написано: поражу пастыря, и рассеются овцы стада;]

but instead, 

he followed to see what would happen 

and walked right into temptation.

When we confess our sins to the Lord,  He forgives us 

and the “germs of sin” are cleansed away 

(1 John 1:9) 

but, as with physical sickness, 

often 
there’s a period of recuperation 

when 
we get back our strength 

and 

our appetite for spiritual food. 

“I will love them freely” [возлюблю   их   по   благоволению] - 14:4

describes that period, 

when we’re back in fellowship with the Lord 

and enjoying His presence. 

We see the smile of His face, 

for His anger is turned away.


	4.
God will revive us 

[14:5-8]

Hosea 14:5-8

5* I will be like the dew to Israel; He shall grow like the lily, And lengthen his roots like Lebanon.

 6* His branches shall spread; His beauty shall be like an olive tree, And his fragrance like Lebanon.

 7* Those who dwell under his shadow shall return; They shall be revived like grain, And grow like a vine. Their scent shall be like the wine of Lebanon.

 8* ¶ “Ephraim shall say, ‘What have I to do anymore with idols?’ I have heard and observed him. I am like a green cypress tree; Your fruit is found in Me.”

[5* (14-6) Я буду росою для Израиля; он расцветет, как лилия, и пустит корни свои, как Ливан.

 6* (14-7) Расширятся ветви его, и будет красота его, как маслины, и благоухание от него, как от Ливана.

 7* (14-8) Возвратятся сидевшие под тенью его, будут изобиловать хлебом, и расцветут, как виноградная лоза, славны будут, как вино Ливанское.

 8* ¶ (14-9) `Что мне еще за дело до идолов?' --скажет Ефрем. --Я услышу его и призрю на него; Я буду как зеленеющий кипарис; от Меня будут тебе плоды.]

Hosea pictures the restora​tion of the penitent 

as the emergence of new life in a dry field 

on which the refreshing dew has fallen.

In the summer and early autumn in the Holy land, 

the dew is very heavy and greatly appreciated 

(Ps. 133:3; Isa. 18:4). 

That’s what the word "revive" [расцветут] means: 

to bring new life. 

The rich vegetation appears, producing beauty and fragrance 

where once the farmer saw only ugliness and emptiness. 

The fallow ground becomes a fruitftil garden!

Hosea 14:9

9* Who is wise? Let him understand these things. Who is prudent? Let him know them. For the ways of the LORD are right; The righteous walk in them, But transgressors stumble in them.

[9* (14-10) Кто мудр, чтобы разуметь это? кто разумен, чтобы познать это? Ибо правы пути Господни, и праведники ходят по ним, а беззаконные падут на них.]

The closing verse presents us with only two alternatives:

1.

rebel against the Lord 

and 
continue to stumble, 

2.
or 
return to the Lord 

and 
walk securely in His ways. 

The first choice is foolish ; 

the second choice is wise.

“I have set before you life and death, 

blessing and cursing; 

therefore, choose life” 

(Deut. 30:19).

[19* : жизнь и смерть предложил я тебе, 

благословение и проклятие. 

Избери жизнь, 

дабы жил ты и потомство твое,]



BE AMAZED

Chapter  One

You Married a What?

(Hosea 1—3)

Topic:

The action sermon Hosea was called to live out with Gomer depicts for us God’s jealous love for His people.

1.
One of the main sins Hosea was calling the Israelites to repent of 

was their worship of the golden calf. 

We wonder how they could believe, after all they had seen and heard, 

that a golden calf was worthy of their worship and sacrifice! 

What are some contemporary examples of things 

that some people actually look to 

for their health, guidance, or salvation?

2.
Based on the information in the introduction “Hosea in His Time,” 

list the similarities and differences 

between Israel at that time and your country today.

Questions

1. 
Why do you think God often chose “action sermons,” 

such as Hosea’s marriage to Gomer, 

in order to deliver His messages through the prophets?

2.
What might Hosea have been feeling or thinking through it all? 

What might Gomer’s view of it have been?

3.
In the examples of Gomer and Rahab, 

God shows His amazing love for sinners. 

How do the responses of Gomer and Rahab differ?

4.
How did God continue His “action sermon” with Hosea and Gomer’s children?

5.
Who are other biblical characters whose names were given 

or changed by God?

6. 

What do you picture when you think of how God disa​plines a contemporary 




believer in our country today? 




(“He dis​ciplines us that we may share His holiness,” Heb. 12:10.) 



What were some aspects of God’s discipline in Hosea’s time?

7. 
Why might the refusal to give thanks be one of the first steps to rebellion? How does this compare with forgetting to give thanks?

8. 
How can we be sure to avoid the hypocrisy of enjoying Christian “festivals” 

or services while our hearts are far away? 

9. 
If Hosea and Gomer were your neighbors, 

what advice would you give to Hosea? 

How does “tough love” fit into this action sermon? 

What is the real point of the marriage of Hosea and Gomer?

10. 
What are the three attributes of God 

which the author especially highlights in this portion of Scripture? Which one of these do you need to grasp more fully?

Prayer Pocus

* 
Praise God for His amazing love.

* 
Thank God for the action sermons recorded in the Bible 

which help us understand His character more fully.

*
Ask the lord to grant you, and the church universal, 

the strength to remain faithful to Him.

Chapter  Two

What Will I Do with You?

(Hosea 4—10)

Topic:

Because Israel had broken its covenant promises 

and wouldn’t truly repent of its sin, 

God pronounced them guilty and sent judgment

1. 
Have a series of games on getting to know Hosea. 

Race to see who can find it in their Bible first. 

Have group members name the books before and after it. 

Ask if anyone knows: 

all the minor prophets, 

why they are called “minor,” 

Hosea’s approximate date of ministry, 

the number or names of his chil​dren, 

and the number of chapters in the book.

2. 
Conduct, discuss, or imagine a mock trial. 

God is the judge and you are on trial for not being faithful 


in your relationship with Him. 

How do you plead? 

When you are given an oppor​tunity to speak, what do you say? 

What is the decision of the judge? 

What is the sentence?

Questions

1. 
The author states that God wanted to forgive the Israelites 

and restore their fellowship with Him 

but they weren’t ready.


What are some reasons the Israelites wouldn’t admit they had sinned? 


What is it that makes a person or nation ready to return to the lord?

2. 
How had Israel reneged on its promises to God?

3. 
What was the result of their rejection of God’s covenant?

4. 
What does it mean in 4:6 

that there was “no knowledge of God in the land”? 

[за  недостаток    ведения]

What is the relationship of Israel’s ignorance 

and their responsibility before God?

5. 
In the golden calf inddent, 

what difference do you see in the leadership styles of Aaron and Moses? How might this apply to spiritual leadership in the church today?

6.
If  the people “lacked the power to repent and turn back to God, 

    for their sins had paralyzed them,” 

how could they possibly avoid the coming judgment?

7. 
What are some experiences you have had in your walk with the lord 

where you wanted to be rescued from suffering 

but not necessarily cleansed from your sin?

8.
Hosea calls for a trumpet of alarm to be sounded 

so the Israelites could have one last chance to repent 

before the enemy came. 

What might sound the alarm for us personally? 

As a church?

As a nation?

9.
Hosea mentions the increase of lawsuits. 

How can the church today work to reverse this trend? 

(See 1 Cor. 6.)

10.
What are you reaping now from your sowing in younger years (good or bad)? What are you trying to sow now? 

What are you hoping to reap?

1.
One way to be sure to have a trumpet call of alarm and warning 

if you are straying from the lord is to ask a fellow believer to hold you accountable and “sound the alarm” 

if it appears your heart is becoming hard 

or 
you are moving toward a life of sin. 

Another way is to pray daily for a soft and repentant heart

2. 

Allow yourself to contemplate the for​giving, wooing love of God, 




the rebelliousness of people, 




the great nature pictures to aid our understanding, 




the certainty of God’s judgment to those who reject Him, 




and the promise of restoration.

Prayer Focus

*
Praise God for reaching out to us and wooing us.

*
Thank God for the Holy Spirit’s work in breaking up the fallow ground 

of your heart so you may see God’s love and care for you.

* Ask for forgiveness as you confess your sin 

and receive the renewed fellowship of the lord.

Chapter  Three

Love So Amazing

(Hosea 11—14)

Topic:

God’s mercies in the past, God’s disciplines in the present, and God’s promises 

for the future are clear evidences of God’s love.

Questions

1.
What makes confession of sin (to God or other people) so difficult? 

What makes it easier?

2.
Of the descriptions of God’s actions in 11:3-4, 

which is most touching to you? 

How does this picture fit with the terri​ble judgment from God 

the Israelites suffered at the hands of the Assyrians?

3.
In what ways have you enjoyed the blessings of God 

but have then taken the Giver for granted? 

What reminds you to give thanks?

4.
It seems that we as believers today are usually able to be more faithful to God 

than the Israelites were. 

How is it possi​ble for us to stay away 

from the horrendous sin 

and apathy that always brought the Israelites down? 

What do we have that they did not?

5.
What are the similarities and differences 

between God’s covenant with Abraham and God’s covenant with Israel at Sinai? 

What kind of covenant does God have with us now?

6.
Since Jesus wanted to gather His people to Himself  (Matt. 23:37), 

it was they who maintained their distance. 

Why are we so often also not willing to be drawn dose to the lord?

7.
How do people in our society “feed on wind”? 

What ideas do you have to help them see the futility of their “feeding”? 

What are they hungry for?

8.
Was the promise of eventual restoration made to every Israelite 

who was living at that time? 

Does this promise apply to us today in any way?

9.
When do you most need the encouragement , 

“the victorious life is a series of new begin​nings”?

10. 
Where can we see, among churches today, 

the arrogant attitude of the tribe of Ephraim? 

What efforts do you know of or have you made to combat “tribal” arrogance?

11. 
If we feel a loss of spiritual appetite, what should our response be? 

What if we notice this loss of spiritual appetite in someone else? 

If sin leads to spiritual infection, 

what leads to good spiritual health?

 Focus

*
Praise God for His past mercies, present disciplines, 

and promises for the future.

*
Thank God for new beginnings. 

Read aloud lamentations 3:22-23.

*
Ask God to help you stay spiritually healthy.

NOTES

Introduction to Hosea

1.
Jeroboam I [Иеровоам]  reigned from 931 to 910, 


Jeroboam II  from 793 to 753. 


The Jeroboam mentioned in Hosea 1:2 is Jeroboam II.

chapter 1

1.
See Isaiah 20; Jeremiah 27—28; Ezekiel 4:18; 5:lff; 12:1-16; 24:15ff.

2.
When you study the commentaries, you discover a number of different views 


defended: 

(1) Gomer was a pure woman 




who later became a prostitute 




and bore Hosea three children; 

(2) Gomer was a pure woman 




who became a prostitute and bore Hosea a son, 




but also gave birth to a daughter and son 





who were not fathered by Hosea; 

(3) Gomer was a prostitute from the beginning 




and bore Hosea three children; 

(4) Gomer was a prostitute from the beginning 




and bore Hosea his own son, 




but also bore two children by anoth​er man; 

(5) Gomer was a prostitute 




who already had three children, 




but Hosea ultimately divorced her 





and married another woman who was an adulteress 

(3:1). 

It’s easy to lose sight of the main message God wanted to get across: 



He loved His people and wanted them to return that love to Him. 



They were committing evil by worshiping idols, 




just like a woman who is unfaithful to her husband. 



They were not only sinning against God’s law, 




but also sinning against God’s love. 



As to the legitimacy of the children, 




the fact that 1:6 and 1:8 don’t read,





" and bore him a daughter... a son” [и родила дочь - родила сына]
 


does not mean Hosea wasn’t the father of these children. 


It seems natural to assume from the context that Hosea is the father. 

See Genesis 30:17-24 for a similar statement

3.
TLB reads, "Go and marry a girl who is a prostitute.”

4.
In Scripture, a change of names is often evidence of God’s gracious working in their lives. Abram became Abraham, and Sarai was renamed Sarah (Gen. 17). Simon became Peter (John 1:42), and Saul of Tarsus became Paul (Paulus = little).

5.
Paul quotes Hosea 1:10 and 2:23 in Romans 9:25-26 to prove that the 

salvation of the Gentiles was always a part of God’s plan. He applies “not My people” to the Gentiles as he did in Ephesians 2:11-22. In the early church, some of the more legalistic believers thought that the Gentiles had to first become Jews before they could be Christians (Acts 10-11; 15), but Paul defended the Gospel of the grace of God and proved that both Jews and Gentiles are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ

6.
The Hebrew words referring to prostitutes and prostitution (KJV, ‘whoredom,” "harlotries") are used twenty-two times in Hosea’s prophecy (1:2; 2:2, 4-5; 3:3; 4:10-15, 18; 5:3-4; 6:10; 9:1). Words connected with adultery are used six times (2:2; 3:1; 4:2, 13-14; 7:4). God looked upon His covenant relationship with His people as a marriage, and He saw their idolatry as mar​ital unfaithfulness.

7.
Hebrew law stated that a divorced woman could not return to her for​mer husband and marry him again (Deut. 24:1-4). God gave unfaithful Israel a "divorce” in that He no longer shared His intimacy and His mercies with her 

(Isa. 50:1; Jer. 3:1-5). One day He will take her back and restore the broken relationship and heal their land (Isa. 54:4-8; 62:4).

8.
Kyle M. Yates, Preaching From the Prophets (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1942), 53.

Chapter 2

1.
See Hosea 2:8, 20; 5:4; 8:2; 1l:3; 13:4-5.

2.
Compare Hosea 4:3 with Genesis 9:8-11 and Revelation 4:7-11 and you will see that God takes seriously His covenant with creation. He will one day judge those who destroy the earth (Rev. 11:18). The basis for ecology is not politics or comfort but the holy law of God. We are stewards of God’s creation.

3.
Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, "You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22, NKJV). So much for the Samaritan religion or for any other man​made system of worship!

4.
“A stick of wood” (Hosea 4:12, NIV; KJV, “their staff") may refer to the idol or to the heathen practice called rhabdomancy (The Greek word rhab-dos means "a rod.”) The priest drew a circle on the ground and divided it into sections, with each section assigned a meaning. A rod was held in the cen​ter and then allowed to fall, and where it fell revealed the future.

5.
Hosea 4:14 is a clear statement that God expects sexual purity and mar​ital falthfullness from both men and women. In Israel, the men often got away with their sexual sins while the women were punished. See Genesis 38 and John 8 for tragic examples of an unbiblical one-sided morality. Where was the man who assisted the woman in committing adultery? Wasn’t he also supposed to be punished? See Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22.

6.
At one time, Gilgal was a sacred place where the Word of God was taught 

(2 Kings 2:1; 4:38). How quickly religious institutions can drift from their moorings and abandon the faith!

7.
This may mean literal illegitimate children because of sexual promiscuity, or children who were not a part of the covenant because of the sins of their parents during the pagan fertility rites. The sins of the fathers bring tragic consequences in the lives of the children.

8.
Note that even Judah will be included in this discipline (Hosea 5:10). The Assyrians devastated Judah but were unable to capture Jerusalem, for God delivered King Hezekiah and his people in a miraculous way. See Isaiah 36-37. The sin of Judah, according to Hosea, was that of seizing territory that wasn’t rightfully theirs, like people who moved the boundary markers in order to increase their holdings (Deut 19:14; Is. 5:8; Micah 2:2).

9.
The phrase "King Jareb” in Hosea 5:13 (KJV, NASB) is translated "the great king” in the NIV. The Hebrew word means "to contend, to strive.” This could be a nickname for the king of Assyria, such as "King Contention.” Israel and Judah turned to the King of Assyria for help and all he did was pick a fight!

10.
This is made clear in 1 John 1, where the phrase "if we say” is repeated three times. See also King Saul's "religious lies” in 1 Samuel 15:10-35.

11.
Since the Hebrew word translated "Adam” means "red earth,” it’s been suggested that verse 7 be translated, "They have treated the covenant like dirt.” Adam also stands for mankind in general, so we might translate it, "like mere humans, they have transgressed the covenant.”

12.
Dr. Leon Wood translates Hosea 8:5, "Your calf stinks!” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Frank E. Gaebelein, gen. ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985), vol. 7, 201. J.B. Phillips isn’t quite that blunt in his translation:

"Samaria, I reject your calf with loathing!” Four Prophets: A Translation Into Modern English (New York: Macmillan, 1963),41.

13.
The adults sin and the children have to suffer: "Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer” (9:13, KJV). When Hosea speaks in verse 14, he asks God to keep the women from having children so they won’t be murdered. He is pleading for mercy for the innocent. See our lord’s words in Luke23:29.

14.
The vine as a symbol of the Jewish nation is also found in Deuteronomy

32:32; Psalm 80:8-11; Isaiah 5:1-7; and Jeremiah 2:21. The vine also pictures Christ and His church (John 15) and the Gentile world system ripening for judgment in the last days (Rev. 14:17-20).

15.
The references to Israel’s past history — Baal-Peor (Hosea 9:10) and Gibeah (9:9; 10:9) — show that "the only thing we learn from history is that we don’t learn from history.” Both of these events brought the judgment of God on the nation, yet later generations turned a blind eye to this fact. The sins of the fathers are committed by their children — and grandchildren.

16.
Any group that calls itself "the lost tribes of Israel” is suspect, for only God knows where all the tribes are. See Acts 26:7; James 1:1; and Revelation 7:18.
Chapter 3

1.
The Prophet Hosea was very familiar with Jewish history, not only what happened but why it happened and how it related to the present and the future of his people. He refers to the Exodus (2:15; 11:11; 12:9, 13; 13:4), the events surrounding Jehu and Jezreel (1:4, 11; 2:22), Achan and the Valley of Achor (2:15), the wickedness of Gibeab (9:9; 10:9), Israel’s sins at Baal-Peor (9:10), the destrucfion of the cities of the plain (11:8), and events in the life of Jacob 

(12:3-4, 12).

2.
Hebrews 12:1-17 is the classic passage in Scripture on chastening. The Greek word paideia means the rearing of a child,” because the purpose of discipline is maturity. Sometimes God disciplines us to correct our disobedience, but He may also discipline us when we’re obedient in order to equip us to serve Him better. David is an example of corrective discipline (2 Sam. 12; Pss. 32; 51), while Joseph is an example of perfecting discipline (Gen. 39-42; Ps. 105:16-22). Note that the context of Hebrews 12 is that of athlet​ics, running the race 

(12:1-3). Athletes must experience the pain of discipline (dieting, exercising, competing) if they ever hope to excel. Nobody ever mastered a sport simp1y by listening to a lecture or watching a video, as helpful as those encounters may be. At some point, the swimmer must dive into the water, the wrestler must hit the mat, and the runner must take his or her place on the track. Likewise, the children of God must experience the pain of discipline — correcting and perfecting — if they are to mature and become like Jesus Christ.

3.
“Israel” is the new name God gave Jacob after struggling with him at Jabbok (Gen. 32:24-32), but scholars aren’t agreed on its meaning. The gen​erally accepted meaning is “prince with God,” i.e., a “God~ontrolled per​son.” Others suggest “he persists with God,” which certainly fits the account; for Jacob wrestled with the angel of the lord and didn’t want to give in. Though Jacob made some mistakes and sometimes trusted his own ingenuity too much, he did persist with God and seek God’s help, and God used him to build the nation of Israel. Some people have been too hard on Jacob, forgetting that believers in that day didn’t have the advantages we have today. God has deigned to call Himself "the God of Jacob,” and that’s avery high compliment to a great man.

4.
All of us are Jacobs at heart according to Jeremiah 17:9, "The heart is deceitftil above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it?” The Hebrew word translated “deceitful” is the root word for the name “Jacob.” It means “to take by the heel, to supplant.” The English word “supplant” comes from a latin word that means “ to overthrow by tripping up.” Jacob tripped up his brother and took his place when it came to both the family birthright and the blessing 

(Gen. 27:36). Of course, God had given both to Jacob before his birth (25:23); but instead of trusting God, Jacob used his own devices to get what he wanted. Faith is living without scheming.

5.
These two names suggest the two aspects of our lord’s life and mill​istry, a Man of Sorrows and the resurrected Son exalted to the Father’s light hand.

6.
When New Testament writers quoted Old Testament statements, the Holy Spirjt directing them had every light to adapt those passages as He wished, since the Spirit is the author of Scripture. Surely God sees much more in His Word than we do! For example, Hosea 11:1 refers to Israers Exodus from Egypt, but Matthew used it to point to Christ’s coming out of Egypt when a child (Matt. 2:11-15).

7.
Biblical images must be studied careflilly and identified accurately, for the same image may be used with different meanings in different contexts. The dew is a case in point.  In Hosea 6:4, it represents the fleeting religious devotion of the hypocrites, while in 13:3, it symbolizes the transiency of the people who think they’re so secure. Both Jesus and Satan are represented by the lion 

(Rev 5:5; 1 Peter 5:8).

� 	Jeroboam I [Иеровоам]  reigned from 931 to 910, 


	Jeroboam II  from 793 to 753. 


	The Jeroboam mentioned in Hosea 1:2 is Jeroboam II.





� 1.	See Isaiah 20; Jeremiah 27—28; Ezekiel 4:18; 5:lff; 12:1-16; 24:15ff.





� 








� TLB reads, "Go and marry a girl who is a prostitute.”





� In Scripture, a change of names is often evidence of God’s gracious working in their lives. Abram became Abraham, and Sarai was renamed Sarah (Gen. 17). Simon became Peter (John 1:42), and Saul of Tarsus became Paul (Paulus = little).


� Paul quotes Hosea 1:10 and 2:23 in Romans 9:25-26 to prove that the salvation of the Gentiles was always a part of God’s plan. He applies “not My people” to the Gentiles as he did in Ephesians 2:11-22. In the early church, some of the more legalistic believers thought that the Gentiles had to first become Jews before they could be Christians (Acts 10-11; 15), but Paul defended the Gospel of the grace of God and proved that both Jews and Gentiles are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.


� The Hebrew words referring to prostitutes and prostitution (KJV, ‘whoredom,” "harlotries") are used twenty-two times in Hosea’s prophecy (1:2; 2:2, 4-5; 3:3; 4:10-15, 18; 5:3-4; 6:10; 9:1). Words connected with adultery are used six times (2:2; 3:1; 4:2, 13-14; 7:4). God looked upon His covenant relationship with His people as a marriage, and He saw their idolatry as mar�ital unfaithfulness.


� Hebrew law stated that a divorced woman could not return to her former husband and marry him again (Deut. 24:1-4).  God gave unfaithful Israel a “divorce” in that He no longer shared His intimacy and His mercies with her (Is. 50:1; Jer. 3:1-5).  One day He will take her back and restore the broken relationship and heal their land (Is. 54:4-8; 62:4).


 





� Ibid., Kyle M. Yates, Preaching From the Prophets (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1942), 53.


� See Hosea 2:8, 20; 5:4; 8:2; 11:3; 13:4-5.


� Compare Hosea 4:3 with Genesis 9:8-11 and Revelation 4:7-11 and you will see that God takes seriously His covenant with creation. He will one day judge those who destroy the earth (Rev. 11:18). The basis for ecology is not politics or comfort but the holy law of God. We are stewards of God’s creation.





� Jesus said to the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well, "You worship what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22, NKJV). So much for the Samaritan religion or for any other man �made system of worship!


� “A stick of wood” [жезл его дает ему ответ] (Hosea 4:12, NIV; KJV, “their staff") may refer to the idol or to the heathen practice called rhabdomancy (The Greek word rhab-dos means "a rod.”) The priest drew a circle on the ground and divided it into sections, with each section assigned a meaning. A rod was held in the cen�ter and then allowed to fall, and where it fell revealed the future.


� Hosea 4:14 is a clear statement that God expects sexual purity and mar�ital falthfullness from both men and women. In Israel, the men often got away with their sexual sins while the women were punished. See Genesis 38 and John 8 for tragic examples of an unbiblical one-sided morality. Where was the man who assisted the woman in committing adultery? Wasn’t he also supposed to be punished? See Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy 22:22.





� At one time, Gilgal was a sacred place where the Word of God was taught 


(2 Kings 2:1; 4:38). 


How quickly religious institutions can drift from their moorings and abandon the faith!





� This may mean literal illegitimate children because of sexual promiscuity, or children who were not a part of the covenant because of the sins of their parents during the pagan fertility rites. The sins of the fathers bring tragic consequences in the lives of the children.


� Note that even Judah will be included in this discipline (Hosea 5:10). The Assyrians devastated Judah but were unable to capture Jerusalem, for God delivered King Hezekiah and his people in a miraculous way. See Isaiah 36-37. The sin of Judah, according to Hosea, was that of seizing territory that wasn’t rightfully theirs, like people who moved the boundary markers in order to increase their holdings (Deut 19:14; Is. 5:8; Micah 2:2).





� The phrase "King Jareb” [к царю Иареву] in Hosea 5:13 (KJV, NASB) is translated "the great king” in the NIV. The Hebrew word means "to contend, to strive.” This could be a nickname for the king of Assyria, such as "King Contention.” Israel and Judah turned to the King of Assyria for help and all he did was pick a fight!





� This is made clear in 1 John 1, where the phrase "if we say” is repeated three times. 


See also King Saul's "religious lies” in 1 Samuel 15:10-35.





� Since the Hebrew word translated "Adam” [like men] [подобно   Адаму]  


means "red earth,” 


it’s been suggested that verse 7 be translated, 


"They have treated the covenant like dirt.” 


Adam also stands for "mankind in general ," 


so we might translate it, 


"like mere humans, they have transgressed the covenant.”


� Dr. Leon Wood translates Hosea 8:5, "Your calf stinks!” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Frank E. Gaebelein, gen. ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985), vol. 7, 201. J.B. Phillips isn’t quite that blunt in his translation:


"Samaria, I reject your calf with loathing!” Four Prophets: A Translation Into Modern English (New York: Macmillan, 1963),41.


� The adults sin and the children have to suffer: "Ephraim shall bring forth his children to the murderer” (9:13, KJV). When Hosea speaks in verse 14, he asks God to keep the women from having children so they won’t be murdered. He is pleading for mercy for the innocent. See our lord’s words in Luke 23:29.


� The vine as a symbol of the Jewish nation is also found in Deuteronomy  32:32; Psalm 80:8-11; Isaiah 5:1-7; and Jeremiah 2:21. The vine also pictures Christ and His church (John 15) and the Gentile world system ripening for judgment in the last days (Rev. 14:17-20).


� The references to Israel’s past history — Baal-Peor (Hosea 9:10) 


and Gibeah (9:9; 10:9) — show that 


"the only thing we learn from history is that we don’t learn from history.” 


Both of these events brought the judgment of God on the nation, 


yet later generations turned a blind eye to this fact. 


The sins of the fathers are committed by their children — and grandchildren.


� Any group that calls itself "the lost tribes of Israel” is suspect, for only God knows where all the tribes are. See Acts 26:7; James 1:1; and Revelation 7:18.





� The Prophet Hosea was very familiar with Jewish history, not only what happened but why it happened and how it related to the present and the future of his people. He refers to the Exodus (2:15; 11:11; 12:9, 13; 13:4), the events surrounding Jehu and Jezreel (1:4, 11; 2:22), Achan and the Valley of Achor (2:15), the wickedness of Gibeab (9:9; 10:9), Israel’s sins at Baal-Peor (9:10), the destrucfion of the cities of the plain (11:8), and events in the life of Jacob 


(12:3-4, 12).





� Hebrews 12:1-17 is the classic passage in Scripture on chastening. 


The Greek word paideia means "the rearing of a child,” because the purpose of discipline is maturity. 


Sometimes God disciplines us to correct our disobedience, but He may also discipline us when we’re obedient in order to equip us to serve Him better. 


David is an example of corrective discipline (2 Sam. 12; Pss. 32; 51), 


while Joseph is an example of perfecting discipline 


(Gen. 39-42; Ps. 105:16-22). 


Note that the context of Hebrews 12 is that of athlet�ics, running the race 


(12:1-3). 


Athletes must experience the pain of discipline (dieting, exercising, competing) 


if they ever hope to excel. 


Nobody ever mastered a sport simp1y by listening to a lecture or watching a video, as helpful as those encounters may be. 


At some point, the swimmer must dive into the water, the wrestler must hit the mat, and the runner must take his or her place on the track. 


Likewise, the children of God must experience the pain of discipline 


— correcting and perfecting — if they are to mature and become like Jesus Christ.





� “Israel” is the new name God gave Jacob after struggling with him at Jabbok (Gen. 32:24-32), but scholars aren’t agreed on its meaning. 


The gen�erally accepted meaning is “prince with God,” 


i.e. , a “God-controlled per�son.” 


Others suggest “he persists with God ,” which certainly fits the account ; 


for Jacob wrestled with the angel of the lord and didn’t want to give in. 


Though Jacob made some mistakes and sometimes trusted his own ingenuity too much, he did persist with God and seek God’s help, and God used him to build the nation of Israel. 


Some people have been too hard on Jacob, forgetting that believers in that day didn’t have the advantages we have today. 


God has deigned to call Himself "the God of Jacob,” and that’s a very high compliment to a great man.


� All of us are Jacobs at heart according to Jeremiah 17:9, 


"The heart is deceitftil above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it ?” The Hebrew word translated “deceitful” is the root word for the name “Jacob.” 


It means “to take by the heel, to supplant.” 


The English word “supplant” comes from a latin word that means 


		“ to overthrow by tripping up .” 


Jacob tripped up his brother and took his place when it came to both the family birthright and the blessing 


(Gen. 27:36). Of course, God had given both to Jacob before his birth (25:23) ; 


		but instead of trusting God , 


		Jacob used his own devices to get what he wanted. 


Faith is living without scheming.


� These two names suggest the two aspects of our Lord’s life and min�istry, 


a Man of Sorrows and the resurrected Son exalted to the Father’s light hand.


� When New Testament writers quoted Old Testament statements, the Holy Spirjt directing them had every light to adapt those passages as He wished, since the Spirit is the author of Scripture. Surely God sees much more in His Word than we do! For example, Hosea 11:1 refers to Israel's Exodus from Egypt, but Matthew used it to point to Christ’s coming out of Egypt when a child (Matt. 2:11-15).


� Biblical images must be studied careflilly and identified accurately, for the same image may be used with different meanings in different contexts. The dew is a case in point.  In Hosea 6:4, it represents the fleeting religious devotion of the hypocrites, while in 13:3, it symbolizes the transiency of the people who think they’re so secure. Both Jesus and Satan are represented by the lion 


(Rev 5:5; 1 Peter 5:8).








